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Luke’s story of Jesus’ teaching in the synagogudaaareth omits
something important that Matthew and Mark alludenttheir accounts
of the same story; it puts something into the stbag the other two
omit. Is this why, in Luke’s account of the evgmpple eventually
chase Jesus out of the Synagogue? Did they invitedleave because

his message was not good news to them? Let’s see.

In this story, Jesus comes to Nazareth, it is\waere he had been
brought upand he goes to the Synagogue as was his custoneon t
Sabbath. So far, so good. He stands to read thgt@&er (traditional
practice) and sits down to expound on what he réads traditional
practice). The scroll that was handed him bydh@&zzanattendant at
the synagogue) was of the prophet Isaiah. Theatexteferencethe
year of the Lord’s favgra concept of debt forgiveness that was to come
every fifty years that would relieve the burdengied by generations of
the nation’s poor and give to them a chance ta staar! The JUBILEE
year, as it was called at times in Israel’s histavgs one of those
interesting theory about economics that never sddmbave been
practiced in the nation’s history. Not only wouketpoor be relieved by

such economic mercy, the earth might be also faoitld rest from



overwork and regenerate for the future. Think of #s an extension of
the concept oBabbath restlike | said, however, biblical scholars have

not found any evidence of this ever happening.

So, when Jesus reads the text and annouramsy this scripture
has been fulfilled in your hearingost everyone in the synagogue said,
“he speaks so well... isn't he wonderful...and to thin& is from
Nazareth, grew up here, he is one of us.” They wadrrst, proud of

their native son. A rabbi! How nice!

No one, at first, had any inkling that what he hed read might
apply to them. No one really believed that the l&abY ear was a reality.
It was just one of those good feeling texts fromaanient prophet who
lived in a by-gone era when life was simpler andimg a living wasn’t

as hard as it is today. He really didn’t believis.tifhey just knew it.

Before they realized it, Jesus interpreted thelgxeflecting on
their past. In his telling their history it is realed that fundamentally it
was rarely the righteous of Israel who recognized’'&actions in the
past. Surprisingly it was the unrighteous, the asiig, the foreigners,
etc., etc.! He was alluding to some other of theicient scriptures of
course. Scattered among what we call Old Testasternes were

numerous examples that foreigners sometimes knedts@Gelp when



Israel did not. His point came home to them. Notemavhat they
thought of themselves, they had a great deal to l@aout how to be

God'’s servants in the world.

“That’s enough, throw these bums out of here,eanred Nick the
bartender in Pottersville in “It's A Wonderful Life And like what is
portrayed in that wonderful film when George Bailyd his guardian
angel Clarence are tossed out into the snow, Jeslnisen not only out
of the synagogue but also out of town by a worshigppongregation
that suddenly becomes an enraged mob. They hadtexiokeesh insight
from their young teacher, not brash confrontatisiter all, they had
extended him the hospitality reserved for one eirtbwn and he had

used the opportunity to insult their intelligenceldheir faith.

The passage that Jesus read described the Yaabitde, when it
was promised that crushing debts would be forgicaptives would be
set free, injustices turned back and equity résgthermore, it was
believed in some communities of faith that thig t&as about the
Teacher of Righteousness — the Messiah - who avasrhe. When
Jesus proclaimed that it was being fulfilled inithnearing, he was

identifying himself as the one they had been expgdor centuries!



It is tempting for us to think that the most shiagkaspect here is
the content of the Isaiah passage. In this dayagedf prosperity
gospel teaching in American culture giving impdtughe growing
imbalance of wealth in our society, | believe isydifficult to teach
that God’s favor rests on the lowliest of socig¢he poor, the trapped,
the infirmed, the oppressed. From what | understdralir culture right
now, | believe this perspective would be termedsemsical.
Everywhere | turn, whether it be in the religiopfiere or the political, it
appears that people of faith believe that God’'efaests on those who
work hard and prosper. Why would Jesus announté¢hjapposite,
especially when the opposite could potentially tifise privilege that
the powerful already enjoy? So, it would be easgdsume that the

reading from their scriptures was what upset thap[ee

The early church struggled to create a communitgse culture
ran counter to that of the empire where an imbaaristrong and weak
kept the “pax romana” as it was termed. Paul'tdth the church in
Corinth reveals the philosophy that undergirdecgéhearliest
communities. In the passage that was read eadiehgard Paul say that
with this new teaching comes new understandinp®®issential
Importance of each member, regardless of clagsectshility, power, or

reputation. The fact that Paul thought this impairta teach indicates



how much many American Christians would fit in yce Corinth for

we too are likely to identify with the strong rathikan the weak.

In this Presidential Election year in our countrgught to be
obvious to us what our cultural values are as chtds vie for attention
and support. There is much talk about strengthtanyland otherwise;
economies, secure and bonded; personalities, §twahg, and assured
vs soft-spoken, thoughtful, and reticent to anneus&sy answers. We

all know which way our culture leans.

The only difference between the people who heard $3word
spoken in Jesus’ day in Nazareth and the peoplepmpalate much of
American Christianity’s pews is that the peopldNefzareth were
themselves the poor, the captives, the blind, hasdppressed. They
were under the rule of a foreign power; they weéaeved, controlled,
and enslaved — much like those who live in so-datherd world and
developing nations of our contemporary world. Theye waiting for
the Messiah with great anticipation and hope bexthsy believed he
would change their condition and free them fromreppion. Like those
who lived in Central and South America during tiegday of the priests
who taught Liberation Theology in the®26entury, the people in
Nazareth were eagerly awaiting their liberatione Messiah was good

news. They had been praying for the arrival of @i for centuries.



Ernesto Cardenal was a Catholic priest and theiag
Nicaragua in the 1980s. He led a bible study witma peasants and
when they read Luke 4 a woman responded:

What we read is a promise of liberation, a teachimaf a lot of
Christians haven’t learned yet, because we can tleuach singing day
and night tra-la-la-la, and it doesn’t matter to treat there are so many
prisoners and that we are surrounded by injustzig) so many
afflicted hearts...so much unfairness in the courspymany women
whose eyes are filled with tears...

Cardenal himself said,

If | feed the poor from my church they call me mtsdf | ask why
they are poor, they call me a Communist!

So, why did the people of Nazareth eventually bexzoppressors of the

One Who came to lift their burdens that day so lagg?

Luke’s gospel is the only one that tells us whaswead
specifically. And, it is the only account that caints words said by both
Jesus and the people in the synagogue. If we hgdvark and
Matthew’s versions of the story, we would quickfyree that the people
tossed Jesus out because they simply weren't gitbraccept his
teachings. He had grown up there. They all knevbtoshers and sisters

and mother. No matter how well he spoke, readhterpreted sacred



scripture, they wanted no part of him and his ninpisT hey all assumed
they knew him too well. The implication? He wasakd. Mark and
Matthew’s accounts do not tell us that the peopieibly rejected Jesus,
that he had to flee Nazareth, never to come bdoky Eimply hint that
Jesus could do nothing there because of their i@yl with him and

his family.

All of this, as Mark and Matthew tell it, makes fa&t sense.
God’s truth may come to us in ways we do not clilogecognize. In
lesser circumstances, probably all of us have nfaeleame blunder the
people of Nazareth made. We may not heed someoaenight bring
us closer to God because we lack the humilitydi@ifi. Familiarity with

the messenger makes us deaf to the message.

Luke’s account of the event brings us two aspedét®ut in the
other two gospels: the specific text which, asd seontained a direct
reference to the Messiah; and, Jesus’ interpretatidexts familiar to
all in the synagogue that pointed to how thoserdtinn the religious
community of Israel were more receptive to God’sknia the world.
The implication being that once more, if indeedtihee of Jubilee was
at hand (fulfilled in their hearing) and they aad receptive to it, others

might reap the benefits!



| am not going to treat this text today as a nietapr allegory so
as to draw some lofty moral or cute little packafjsocial service
objectives for the church to pursue. | am simpkiragthat you give it
consideration. Ask yourself: what really would mod news to today’s
poor in our land? Jesus’ read a passage of Isamhich he claimed he
had come to do things for the poor that would lberiyt earth shaking —
as though the long favored year of Jubilee had codmild that be it?
A bail out for the poor — all debts released -halines lost in the last
great recession returned to those who lost thelhjeba lost in overseas
drift of American corporations and their bank aaustbrought back
home — all unattended and deliberately ignoredasmd our nation’s
Infrastructure addressed with works programs amyestment of

wealth to the extent never before seen in the tyisibthe world?

That is what Jesus was implying that day in NahareEhere were
folk in the synagogue who stood to regain theedivThere were people
present who truly understood what such a declaratiould mean in the
alteration of their privileges. And, there werekfatedded to the Empire
who simply would not stand for such revolutionaaiktin a religious
house. | think this is really what happened in &tath of Galilee one
day. Luke got it right. His sources were solid. Wew the rest of the
story. This was but the first of many places andg@as who would

reject the Son of Man. Truly, nobody knew the tileuie saw. Amen.



