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Once upon a time there was this refugee coupleeiMiddle East
who were forced to find shelter in a stable foight.. and lo, suddenly
there was a heavenly host singigbpry to God in the highest and on
earth peacewhile most people slept the night away and those on
nightshift did their work. Thus it was that the awvas born while the
rest of the world did not take notice. As it waghat day, so it is now
for the Savior comes at an hour and in a placd eqmected and the
angels (who are always celebrating) sing theirtseart and those who
work in the dark continue unimpeded.

The 60" chapter of Isaiah is an extraordinary poem in idebr
whose theme is found in the phrdke Glory of the Lord shall be
revealed, and all flesh shall see itWho among us is not aware of
Handel's magnificent compositidvi essiah (written in 1741) in which
this text still moves and captivates the heartsramdls of millions of
people, world-wide? The central word in the poel@lsry... and the
emphasis on that word related to God’s work inviloeld by every
section of every choir that has ever sung the am#md every timpanist
who has ever played in the symphony orchestra wleeiorming this
masterful work cannot be overstatéad the glory, the glory of the
Lord, shall be revealed....And all flesh shall seg¢agether... This

message of the prophet is meant to stir every\mlimto sensing that it



Is time to “arise, for your light has come...” “Lifip your eyes... and

seel”

Where God is present, there is no need of sunnpeul stars.
God’s glory reveals God’s power, majesty, and teds In this poem
we visualize the sun rising over Jerusalem, kimgdthre whole city in a
flame of light; a New Jerusalem where God’s glometls. Nations bear
their gifts of gold, silver, and precious woodsttd hese gifts are
designed for worship of God in the holy temple.@wmage is about to
dawn. Zion, “the city of our God,” the city of Dalvand of the temple, is
called forth by the prophet’s poetry with urgenpenatives to rise and

reflect God'’s glory.

Some biblical scholars suggest that a New Yeaisbration
might have been the occasion for this poem. Bstthéme and imagery
are consistent with such a view. Its date canndided with absolute
certainty but it would be logical to assume thavais written some time
shortly after 538 BC when the descendants of ekiggmn to return to
rebuild Jerusalem. Oh the promise of it. The relg of the nation and
the sense that God, in all loving kindness, wasearein the returning of

the children, youth, and young adults.



This prophetic poem calls the faithful to ada@itlvision, to lift
up their eyes and see in events of the world ardliich actions of the
God Who moves in human history and thereby movesalnity ever
closer to God’s ultimate realm. Johnathon Edwatusgreat
Congregational minister of early ®8entury, taught that it was part of a
minister’s obligation to keep aware of what wasudag in the world
and share encouraging news with parishioners. 23 ilie young
Edwards wrote:

| had great longings for the advancement of Chsigkthgdom in
the world; and my secret prayer used to be, in gpeat, taken up
praying for it. If | heard the least hint of anytigi that happened, in any
part of the world, that appeared, in some respedcitber, to have a
favorable impact on the interest of Christ’s kingdany soul eagerly
catched at it; and it would much animate and rdfrese and ultimately
edify those among whom | served.

In Matthew’s Gospel, we read the legend of the Magning
several years after the birth of Jesus in BethleRdrmay caught sight of
something different in the night sky, and interpcethe anomaly to
mean a very important person had been born féretd\test. They
sacrificed their time and risked their lives anduoes, to catch a
glimpse of the newborn king. In Matthew’s story,ighis the only
Instance of it in scripture, we note the sinceaityl naiveté of the Magi

as that is contrasted with the sarcasm, inseculagkness and fear of



the Judean King Herod. After learning that propheatthe birth in
Bethlehem of Judea, the Magi journeyed onward matstable but a
house. Entering it, Jesus was found with his mothany. They gave

their gifts in joy and thanksgiving, then left gkiig for home.

This story is filled with court intrigue, quicklyrbken resolutions,
mystery and ultimately horrible genocide. It igfdglatthew, knowing
well what was happening to those who believed ins€im his day (80
years after the visit of the Magi), decided to kedl readers, and all of us
who have followed down through the centuries, badieving in the
promises of God’s glory come to earth has neven le@sy. Having faith
at almost any point in human history is a courageoaunter-cultural,
act that requires not only praise but daring taetvel in spite of all odds

to the contrary.

The writer of Matthew was bilingual. He wrote rootly a Gospel
in the Koine Greek so that it could be understodss the diaspora of
Christianity, but early Church fathers noted thatrote a Gospel in
Hebrew so Jews scattered throughout the Roman Eropuld read and
understand as well. He was a Levite, a highly eshacean from a
conservative orthodox tradition. His goal, it seemas to present Jesus
as one who fulfilled Hebrew prophecy. He showedm@saoming interest

in the spiritual history of Israel as chosen peadl&od and presented



Jesus as a rabbi who was set on preserving thetineples of the

Mosaic Law.

Eleven times in his narrative he reminded readasthere were
prophetic teachings behind certain things that bapd to Jesus:

The virgin birth, Bethlehem as the birthplace, HEsomassacre of the
children under age two, the flight of Joseph, Mangl their son into
Eqgypt, their eventual settling in Nazareth, hislhmpof the sick, his
speaking in parables, his curious choice of bottoakey and a colt to
enter Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, Judas’s experiehitarty pieces of
silver — all of this took place because the proplsstid they would.

Matthew lifted a portion Second Isaiah’s poem andnected it
with the legend of the visit of the Magi. They repent the coming of
the nations to rebuild the faith and hope of Isr&bky bring the same
gifts mentioned in Isaiah to the house where thiel eas found with his
mother. They represent those first believers whieewet direct
descendants of the Hebrews: the Gentiles. Trulh thieir presence,

God’s light shines on all people!

Christ’s easy yoke drew dozens and then thousamdisnillions
into the community of faith known as the Peopl¢haf Way. He really
didn’t teach anything that was new to those whoevateeped in Jewish
tradition, custom, and law. But, it felt new to seowvho were not aware.

He is the “new wine,” and of all the Gospel writdtatthew takes the
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most trouble to decant him from the old skin. Thdalc God had
walked in the Garden with Adam and Eve, joked i Devil, spoke
directly to Moses out of a burning bush, bullieth Jand wrestled with
Jacob. But it was a scandalous act to send higdssuifer a humiliating
and agonizing death on a criminal’s cross. Yeg thessage spoke to
something deep within humanity. God crucified fodwaebridge
between our human perception of a cruelly imperiadifferent world
and our human need for God. For nearly twenty cergunow,
generations have found comfort and guidance ip#radoxical hero of
the Gospels, the man of peace who brings a swaedylessiah who
fails and shouts his despair aloud from the cribesperfect man who
seems to drift, who seems in most of his actiorisetonerely reactive

and not proactive.

John Updike, one of my favorite authors, wrotgoihg as a child
to a Lutheran Sunday School in eastern PennsylvEi@avas a
mediocre student who never won a perfect attendamce&ome of the
sayings of Jesus frankly scared him. But, one @alydard the parable of
the talents and took from it the idea that to feliGhrist simply meant to
live your life fully — without fear. Live it as ifhere is a blessing on it.
Dare to take chances, lest you leave your talem¢dun the ground and
you never become that person God intended you.tbBléevrote that,

like millions of other little citizens of Christench, he was infected with



the idea that there is a double standard in tfastlhe world’s and,
because of Jesus, another; and that other is highédrue life flows
from it.

There are vibrant, uncaused moments of sheer gildtappiness
that | occasionally experienced when | was doirgg thhich | loved.
These were signs of my alignment with it. | saNé@them, these
visitations of joy, and still associate them witle Good News. ‘Know
too,” Matthew’'s Gospel ends with Jesus’ promiskattl am with you
every day to the end of time.’

In 1939 Princess Elizabeth handed Minnie Haskioam to her
father King George VI of England to read on hisi€imas Eve radio
broadcast. These are her words about light irrlatdae:

And | said to the man who stood at the gate of/tze:
‘Give me a light that | may tread safely into tiheknown.’
And he replied,
‘Go out into the darkness
and put your hand into the Hand of God.
That shall be to you better than light
and safer than a known way.’
So, | went forth, and finding the Hand of God,
trod gladly into the night.
Amen.



