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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, OSHKOSH, WISCONSIN — April 28, 2013

Moderator-elect Pat Blades called the "f@tnual Meeting of First Congregational Church tdes. The meeting was
held as part of the morning worship service. Thremut the service, power point slides preparedoe\yiedenmeier
illustrated the worship and agenda items.

Pat Blades led the Call to Worship with words froan church covenantWe have declared to each other that “our
purpose is to discover the will of God for our Byand to mediate the spirit of Christianity and things of God to our
community, that God’s will may be fulfilled in ir@iuals and in society.”

Clerk Susan Coghill confirmed the presence of awmo
Annual Report booklet with reports of the Officargd Ministry Groups for the 2012-2013 year wasrithisted.
Minutes of the 2012 Annual Meeting were approvegraged in the booklet.

Pat Blades reviewed the six attributes used bycongregation to focus our ministries:

* Welcomingwith respect, people of diverse traditions, backgds and perspectives
* Honoringthe whole person by nourishing mind, body, soul

* Caringfor each other with love, compassion and joy

* Gatheringchildren, youth, and adults to worship God in txesand meaningful ways

* Encouraginga thoughtful faith that expresses itself in action

Sharingour resources generously with our community aedatarld

During the Children’s Time, Sandie Miller-Schrejt&eaching and Learning Ministry Coordinator, revéel with the
children the many ways our congregatigathers children, youth, and adults to worship Gactreative and meaning-
ful ways.”

Celebrating the Year

The Annual Report including reports from ministrgpgps, committees and staff was approved as prirfead Blades
expressed thanks to the many in our church whaibomé to our mission through work on ministry gestand commit-
tees.

Special thanks were expressed for a few of themapgrto highlight activities in the past year:

* Emilie Braun described the work of the@ssion team’s ministry at Mazahua Mission,'encouraginga thoughtful
faith that expresses itself in action.”

* Anne Wesenberg shared how tkéugee resettlement projectwith the Burmese refugee familywelcomeadvith
respect, people of diverse traditions, backgrousmls perspectives.”

* Cathy Wille described the commitment of the mangipi@ants in theministry of musicwhich is one way we
“honorthe whole person by nourishing mind, body and Soul.

Ralph DiBiasio-Snydeexplained how our program 8enevolent Giving and Doing- revised in the last year to recog-
nize volunteer work by individuals — helps“sbare our resources generously with our commuaitg world.”

Looking to the Year Ahead

Finances Treasurer Jeff Puhlmann-Becker presented fimhneports for the years 2012 and 2013. Our fiigdunic-
ture is mixed, as we are operating with a signifiateficit; however, a special gift — the Triss Buhto be spent down
over five years allows us time to bring our budged healthier position. The next few years angartant for our long-
term finances.



A question from the floor inquired whether FCC iragstments in companies dealing in fossil fueld eited the
movement to divest from such investments by someméations. This question will be referred to khiaistry
Council and Finance Ministry Group.

Election of Officers and Ministry Groups: Tina Haffeman, Lay Ministries Coordinator, pnetsl the slate of nomi-
nees for church officers, ministry groups and cotteas for the coming year. There were no nomifreas the
floor.

Pat Blades called for acceptance of the slateesepted by voice vote: “Amen.”

Vote was favorable.

See below for complete list of those elected tddeship for 2013-2014.
Pat thanked those who have served in the pastggaecially those whose terms are ending.

Co-Pastors’ Report Pat Blades called on co-pastors Ralph and @EBRiAsio-Snyder — now serving First Congre-
gational Church for 25 years! — for their report.

Carol expressed the gratitude she and Ralph havbdaenerosity of the congregation shown in maays to each
other and the community. She also gave thankhé&ofine church staff which serves us.

Ralph reminded us of the six attributes which idgrhe ministry of the church. These were formetheight years
ago. Our congregation has changed since that e, the coming year, we will begin a procesdisgsern an up-
dated mission statement for the church.

Co-Pastors Compensation As is our custom, Ralph and Carol were excusau the meeting for discussion of
their compensation. Jeff Puhimann-Becker presehedompensation package recommended by the Petddin-
istry Group.

Jeff moved that the congregation adopt the pastorspensation package and benefits as presentie Rersonnel
Ministry Group. Motion carried.

Housing Compensation: A Housing Allowance is idleld in the compensation package for the co-pasidre.IRS
requires the amount designated to be approvedatepar Ralph and Carol request that $12,000 (elaetdesignated
as housing. _Motion made/seconded (Thatcher Peidsae Frohn): That the congregation, at the retqpfehe co-
pastors, designate $12,000 (each) of their comtienda housing. Motion carried.

Celebration of Ralph and Carol's Ministry: With Ralph and Carol out of the room, Jeff red@d the congregation
of the “Top Secret” plans to celebrate the 25 ye&Ralph and Carol's ministry at FCC on May 19idg the wor-
ship service with a reception to follow.

There being no further business, Pat Blades dettheemeeting adjourned at the close of the Betiedic

Susan Coghill
Church Clerk



First Congreqgational Church Leadership — 2013-2014
Elected April 28, 2013

Officers: Moderator Anne Romond
Moderator-elect Pat Blades
Clerk Susan Coghill
Treasurer Jeff Puhlmann-Becker
Ministry Group members (names in italics are new members)

Adult Education: Cheryl Hentz, David Jones, Bethany Jorenby, Aoidon,
Nick SchneiderJed Balser

Benevolence:Vicki Drabrandt, Len Herrickshnn Marshall, John Nichol€heryl Pagel, Mary Wiedenmeier, Anne
Ruby, Maria Talin, Mary Bauknecht

Buildings and Grounds: John Oman Jr., Dave Ruby, Bruce Thomas, Garyai/iln
Dave Elbing

Church School: Lorie Hadel, Corinne Saidla, Val Williams, McKenRladel (youth advisorJennifer Boos,
Jennifer Burgess

Fellowship: In the process of reorganization of purpose acdd

Finance: Lurton Blassingame, Mike Duffy,en Herricks John Oman, Sr.,
Jeff Puhimann-Becker (Treasurelyn Hoffman

Music: Lynn Fulcher, James Grine, Vernice Haase, Pat [Dolg Pire, Cathy Wille,
Gretchen Hermann

New Member Development: Carolyn Blassingame, Lee Fenendael, Becky Gratery{Chentz, Cynthia Thorpe,
Dorry Wilner, Lorie Yaste-Zajicelhyllis Thompson

Personnel: Howard Blades, Lurton Blassingame, Cyndi DeVodf, Bahimann-BeckerAnn Marshall

Social Justice: Paula Allen,Ted Balser, Jody Harrell, Ron Harrell, John OmanXme Oman, Amy Smith, Brian
Tokoph, Terry Wesenberg, Anne Wesenberg, Dorry &Yiln

Worship: Dave Elbing, Bethany Estrada, Jack Frohn, MarytidaPat Nichols, Corinne Saidla, Paula Veard

Youth: Mary Herricks,Stacey OttoPaula Seeley

Committee appointments

Landscape: Carolyn Blassingame, Eric Kropp, Jen StellpflugraC&Villiams,
Dorry Wilner

Ralph & Carol’'s Mutual Ministry Group:  Shelly Maxwell, Glenn Nelson,
Chris Baganz

Stewardship: Bruce Abraham, John Oman Sr., Corinne SaidlanyDéfilner,
Cheryl Hentz, Anne Romond, Kay Sanders

Sandie’s Mutual Ministry Group: Pat Blades

ESTHER Core: Dorry Wilner, Ron Harrell, Brian Tokoph, Pat B Tina Haffeman

Stephen Leaders: Ginnie Sherer, Dick Oelschlager, Cynthia Tho®we Coghill

Coffee Hour Coordinators: Ginnie Sherer, Karen Bowen

Retiring Ministry Group members:

Adult Education: Val Williams

Buildings and Grounds Joe LeHockey

Church Schoot John Brooks

Fellowship: Karen Bowen, Vonnie Cushman, Kitty Day, Tom Igalkt, Carol Williams
Finance Dave Elbing, Stan Ziblut, Dave Ruby

Financial Stewardship Mary Beth Bossert, Maria Talin, Jack Frohn
Memorial Committee: Dorothy Unger

Personnel Cynthia Thorpe

Social Justice Mary Burns

Worship: Kathy Chapman

Youth: Phyllis Thompson




First Congregational Church, Oshkosh WI

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
August 25, 2013

The meeting of the congregation was called to order at the close of the worship
service by Moderator Pat Blades. There was a quorum present. Purpose of the
meeting was to elect the Moderator-Elect.

Moderator Blades presented the name of Cathy Wille as the nominee for the
position of Moderator-Elect. There were no additional nominations.

Vote to elect Cathy Wille was favorable, with no objections. Cathy Wille is
elected Moderator-Elect for the congregation.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

Susan Coghill, Church Clerk



REPORT OF THE MODERATOR 2013

In 2012 FCC celebrated its centennial. In her re@® Moderator for last year, Maria Talin, reéerto the
many, many wonderful things FCC has accomplishealitihout its history, and ended her report by agkin
“What will the next hundred years look like?” @23 FCC began a process not only to consider,dut t
shape what will happen at least into the next decad

As with all churches, FCC is aware of changing dgraphics and what that means in terms of church at-
tendance and particularly in the area of churclingiv While FCC is very fortunate to have a venpsy
financial foundation and strong reserves, thereetimen some operating losses over the years wiredbea

ing addressed in a number of ways throughout tlheecbh One of the changes made was to start drawing
down our giving to the CCCNA (Congregational ChaistChurches National Association) to better reflec
our membership participation. FCC has been andruees to be dually affiliated with both the CCCNA
and the UCC (United Church of Christ).

While this change lessened the amount being givdiehevolences, giving has been partly offset byet
tablishment of the Partner Fund. The new PartngrdRallows for members of FCC to report volunteer
hours worked at FCC but also hours of service ODESof FCC. Based on hours worked, funds are dis-
tributed to local charities determined by the Barlence Committee. In 2013 over four thousand hotirs
service to FCC and to our community we recorded%3)@00 distributed to four local charities. Scimeds

to replenish the fund were received in 2013 andGhgstmas offering added over three hundred doliar
the fund. It is hoped that additional funds camdised to keep this project that both recognibesaork of
volunteers and benefits our community can be caetin

While assessing and making changes based on dgohaggand finances, what has not changed is the com
mitment of the members of FCC to our church anduocommunity. In 2013 we began an appreciative
inquiry process that will look at what's RIGHT witFCC and how we build on those strengths. Inhis
cess, members of FCC will be interviewed to fingliitthopes and dreams for FCC and for the commurity.

is a chance to dream and commit to making the Imexdred years of FCC even better than the last.

Respectfully submitted,

Pat Blades
Moderator



Members received by:
Confirmation
Reaffirmation
Letter of Transfer

REPORT OF THE CHURCH CLERK

Members lost by:
10 Death 8
3
1 _
14 8

TOTAL MEMBERSHIP - March 25, 2014: 455
Members received by Confirmation:

Cameron Christopher Frank
Boone Charles Heft
Ian Michael Henscheid
Caitlin Rene MacWilliams
Louis Robert Niendorf
Zack Gregory Rogers
Matthew Nicholas Salbego
Olivia Rose Seeley
Jonas Robert Wagner
Isaac James Whiting

Members received by Reaffirmation of Faith:

Lynn Dubinski
Vanessa Frank
Kristin Kluz

Members received by Letter of Transfer:
Dellora Vogt
Members lost by Death:

Nancy Lloyd
Mary McCain
Jackson Medley
Gordon Montgomery
Rita Pennau
Anita Simm
Margaret Watson
Thomas Williams
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TREASURER’'S REPORT
No report available at time of printing

Jeff Puhlmann-Becker
Treasurer
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
BALANCE SHEET STATEMENT

Figcal Year 2013, Perlod 12 (12/01/2013 to 12/31/2013)

ASSETS

Total Cazh & Monay Markets 98 43212

Curmrent Receivables -

Prepatd Insurance & Expenses -

Mulwal Funds 4449 72198

DACF General Fund B, 51289

DACF Endowment Fund 31,538,649

DACF Marguart Malntenance Fund a02.08
DACF Manser Memaral Fund 78,256,109
DACF Triss Fund 10,502.82

0 Old Nagd Bank-Drebus/Redfd 1,500,080
TOTAL ASSETS 1,305,866.77

LIABILITIES/CAPITAL FUNDS

Curment Liabiites 154 BEE_ 23
Chiurch Apparel Fund [1,550.05)
Maintenance Resarve Fund #3,343.56
Mamorlals 15,233.21
Mew Century Fund 164,935 66
Undesignated Raserine Fund 2B0,173.95
OACF General Fund 547,512 R5
OACF General Fund Interast Income -
2ACF Endowrnent Fund 30,057.67

OACF Endawment Intersst Incorme 148102

CHCF Triss Fund 125 BE4.17

OWCF Triss Fund Interest Income {35,061.35)
DACF Manser Memortal Fund 74,7870

QACF Manser Memorial Interest Income 3.469.17

DACF NMarguart Rdalmt. Furd 810208
DACE Marguart Maint, Interest comae -
Cantennial Calebration Fund -

itehen Fund 33,516.00
Cinotte Fund -
Operating Fund {76,A450.72)
Current Surpius (Defici) 43,813.84)
TOTAL LIABILITIES/CAPITAL FUNDS 1,308, 866.77
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REPORT OF THE WORSHIP MINISTRY GROUP(2013)

2013 was a very uneventful year for the Worshipistig Group which is mostly positive. Things am@rgy well,
and Ralph & Carol felt it was not necessary to heweeeting every month.

One thing that we need to address in 2014 is taelkdor new members. Several current members tiaasen not
to be part of this committee because of persondlicts including health issues. We will look ahat the goals are
and what the pastors may want to change, altegdr

We have had very good attendance the past yearfrembers and have had some very insightful disoossi

We will continue to schedule meetings based omd#ezls that Ralph and Carol have for our input. igais will
probably be 9-10 meetings per year on Wednesdayirgyeat 6pm.

We are very pleased with the suggestions made IphR&d Carol and by the creativity they have digetl in the
diversification they present in worship servic&nce the feedback from the congregation has besnpositive we
will continue to proceed in the same direction.

Dave Elbing, Facilitator

MUSIC MINISTRY ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2013

The purpose of the Music Ministry Group is to ehrthe music ministry of the church by supporting owsic staff
and thinking creatively about how music can be pathe life of the church. This work includes el in recruit-
ment of volunteers for the various music groupskiog into musical instrument updates and acqoisitiand ex-
pressing appreciation to the many volunteers thelitenup the music groups. In addition we providestctive
feedback, help manage the music budget, help spansoprovide support for musical events and filism staff va-
cancies when needed.

We have many requests to hold concerts and rgmtdbrmances in our sanctuary from community masisi We
have wonderful instruments and space to providedtopportunities. We appreciate the support th@congrega-
tion to help bring wonderful music to Oshkosh amel surrounding communities.

We are pleased to have such talented musiciarmimé Peterson, Christina Conn and Kelsey Tarbetisvfiling in

during Christina’s pregnancy leave. We want @nththem for their willingness to share their maktalents with
us. They are truly gifted and serve our congregawith warmth and devotion. We are also gratdfat bur musi-
cians have increased in number with the birth o&d Lowell Conn. (We hope he is a tenor.) WenkhBRatrick
Meyer for his efforts with the bell and chimes ahoWe are sincerely grateful to Pastors Carol Ratph for their
direction, love and support of our music program.

We are, also, very grateful for the volunteers wiffer their time and talents to the music minisbfythe church.
There are very few other groups in the church ¢batmit so much time and hard work to sharing wlig ¢congrega-
tion the gifts that God has given them. They #ira bhlessing.

Finally, 1 would like to thank the Music Ministrydnmittee for their devotion and concern for thisistry. With
their knowledge and guidance | believe we have anée finest music programs in Oshkosh and mayes,ebe-
yond.

Proudly submitted,
Cathleen Starck Wille

Music Ministry Facilitator
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REPORT OF THE NURTURE MINISTRIES COORDINATOR

Nurture Ministries at First Congregational Church continoesncompasses the following ministries of the churapt&in
Ministry; Visitation Ministry; Flower Delivery MinistryMeal Delivery Ministry; Prayer Shawl and Pillow Ministriyrayer
Circle and Fellowship Ministry. The Nurture Ministries @@dinator provides staff support to these caring ministrigse
Coordinator provides staff support to the Fellowshipistigr Group.

Stephen Ministry and Visitation Ministry are coordinatececlity by the Nurture Ministries Coordinator. Referralshiese
ministries most often come from co-pastors, Carol and Ralpie. Nurture Ministries Coordinator is responsiblerf@tch-
ing the persons serving in these ministry areas with theidiudl needing care.

Stephen Ministry continues to be led by Ginnie Sherer, Sglilfdick Oelschlager and Cynthia Thorpéavanaugh. The
leaders’ role is to provide training and-going education for this ministry. They also lead thentmly Supportivision
group. Supportivision is a peer supervision/suppartigrthat provides support and oversight to those invaivedis lay
ministry program. Supportivision is a vital and keymponent to this ministry as it provides Stephen Mirssiath regular
peer and leader support to help the Stephen Minister graweinrinistry to their care receiver. This helps to ensuwag th
care receivers are given the best possible care while participatimg ministry. In Fall 2013, the leaders made a concerted
effort to recruit others to become trained Stephen Ministerdanuary, 2014, they began training two individualsctan-
missioning as Stephen Ministers. The training for Stephiaistry is about 30 hours.

During 2013, there were 6 ministers that provided care talividuals. One of these Stephen Ministers left the gratepith

2013 and as a result, the match with this Stephen Ministeiocarlose. Matches in Stephen Minister generally come to a
close by mutual agreement. We find that we are serving indilgden in long term relationships with Stephen Minis-
ters. Stephen Ministers meet one-on-one with their care recéiveapproximately 1 hour per week. This has led to hun-
dreds of hours of lay ministry care being provided overgst year. Stephen Ministry also provides a seriesosfkabout
grieving to those that been affected by loss. This is a sefriédooks that are provided to a person over the course of a
year. In 2013, 6 individuals were recipients of this beates.

Flower Delivery Ministry

Giving of altar flowers has been encouraged in the past yearttiygoa sign-up sheet in the narthex. People who give flo
ers make a decision whether the flowers will be delivered t@soenor taken by the person providing the flowers. Volun-
teers in the Flower Delivery Ministry group deliver Sundagltar flowers to people who are unable to attend worship ser-
vices, recovering from hospitalization or have experienced a @sgently there are 8 people who assist in delivering-flow
ers. In 2013, altar flowers were delivered to people abdét@Cthe time. About 12 individuals receive flowers owtat

ing basis as they are unable to join us for worship sexvit@is means that these individuals receive flowers abotit2e3

per year.

Meal Ministry

Meal Ministry is coordinated by three volunteers from the oegation: Andrea Schneider, Jodi Braun, and Sue
Coghill. Each coordinator takes lead responsibility fow@ month period of time. Their role is to arrange faygde to de-

liver meals to those that need the following hospitalizaflbress, injury or a loss in their family. It has becomerenun-
common that the offer of meals is accepted, but by those wlhaakpt the offer it is very much appreciated. There are over
30 volunteers that can be called by the coordinators to prepare forelabme delivery.

Prayer Shawl and Pillow Ministry

Pray Shawl and Pillow Ministry is coordinated by Sue Clhgholunteers in this ministry make shawls and pillalat can

be delivered to people who are ill, recovering from surgear@homebound. These items are distributed primarily by Car
ol and Ralph during pastoral care visits.

Prayer Circle

The prayer circle allows those with the gift of intercessmsdrve others at FCC by praying for concerns that are submi
ted. Prayers are listed on a password protected website thddenseof the pray circle access from their home comput-
ers. There is also a phone chain for members of the praglerttiat do not have access to the Internet. Currently 20epeopl
participate in raising other’s concerns in prayer via the praleci Those who are made aware of pray requests by phone so
that people who do not have Internet access can also participaéeHraiyer Circle.

Ginnie Sherer, Nurture Ministries Coordinator
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2013 REPORT OF THE BENEVOLENCE MINISTRY GROUP

Members: Maria Talin, facilitator, Ann Marshall, Mary Wiedmeier, Anne Ruby, Len Herricks, John Nichols ki/ic
Drabrant, Mary Bauknecht, Cheryl Pagel and stafétin, Ralph DiBiasio-Snyder

Benevolence: an inclination to do good; kindliness; a kindly, charitable act or gift

That is how Webster's defines benevolence. TheeB@ence Ministry Group of First Congregational @itnudeter-
mines which local groups would benefit from givimg our congregation. 12% of pledged income waxcated to
benevolence. In 2013 that figure was $34,200th@famount $23,395 went to the UCC to supporiconference
and Our Church’s Wider Mission which supports naicand international missions and disaster reliejects.
$8,805 was designated for local support. We adgbdeveral “special offerings” and donations toRaetner Fund.

Special Offerings:
Easter Offering of $1,083 to One Great Hour of Biwar
Thanksgiving Offering of $1,212 to Oshkosh Area @umity Pantry

Christmas Offering of $900 to the Partner FundHabitat for Humanity and Day by Day Warming Sheltebe
given in 2014

Partner Fund:

The Partner Fund was funded by $8,000 from chunbdd in 2013. In the future the Partner Fund wéalde to be
supported by individual donations.

Oshkosh Area Community Pantry
Day By Day Warming Shelter
Samaritan Counseling Center
Tri-County Dental Clinic

Local financial support given to:
Red Cross Bridges Program - $2,000
Christine Ann Domestic Abuse Services - $1,000
Dolly Parton Imagination Library - $700 (20 childde
Oshkosh Community Back to School Fair - $1,000
Habitat for Humanity of Oshkosh (Interfaith Buil@®4) - $3,000
Minister’s Discretionary Fund - $605
Shoreline Restoration Project at Menominee PaB00$

Benevolence Ministry Group welcomes suggestionoftal organizations needing financial assistance.

Maria Talin, Facilitator
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REPORT OF SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY GROUP 2012-2013.

Members of the group were John and Jone Oman, Pdlela, Ron and Jody Harrell, Dorry Wilner, Amy
Smith, Ted Balser, Brian Tokopf, Anne and Terry Bfdserg and Ralph DiBiasio-Snyder. Amy and Brian
served as chairpersons and Jody was the secretany. Smith was the group's Ministry Council reprgse
tive.

This Ministry Group emphasizes faith in action bising awareness of and providing hands-on oppibigsn
for bringing justice to our community and beyorithe Social Justice Ministry Group may work in partn
ship and coordination with other groups such aBeevolence Ministry Group, the Adult Educatiomidi
try Group, the Mission Team and groups beyond Eimtgregational Church as well. Under its umbrislia
the Esther Core Team that was formed in 2011.

Most meetings began with a speaker (on a sociat@ussue), a discussion of activities the groapld un-
dertake, and a to-do list for the next month. $dfes speakers come from group members. Topicereov
were:

January Tum Cem Update World Relief
February Michelle Pascarella/ Emily Wolter Living Healthy Community Clinic
Growing Seeds of Change-

Amber McCord, Kathryn Simons Oshkosh Urban Community Garden
April Ragina Labby Sex Trafficing in Midwest/ Northeast Wisconsin
May Mike Olig 11x15
August Cathy Thompson Religious Coalition for Religious Choice
October Warden Judy Smith 11x15 and Prison programs
November Nicole Lemke/Fair Housing Fair Housing of Northeast Wisconsin
December Gordon Hintz Pay Day Loan

In the summer, the group planted and maintainear@ey plot at the Community Gardens near the btade
pital. Group members then took the produce thisgdato the Oshkosh Community Pantry. There wasals
garden at the urban gardens on Jefferson St. Il, IBJcontributed more than 700 pounds of prodocine
pantry.

Members helped out with the Christmas in July ahd<imas Teen Gift projects, the October CROP Walk,
Empty Bowls. They also led a small Holiday Gitia@donation drive for the Day-by-Day Warming Shel-
ter. Ann Wesenberg volunteered at World Relief lagpt us aware of needs and activities. There wseve
eral educational fellowship hours; one environmiefmatrition/recycling in the spring and one on isbgus-
tice awareness in the fall. Dorry, Brian, workedhwil1x15 and the MLK event. Members helped with
“Goodwill not Landfill” at UWO and Chester Marcol &k, and the Back to School Fair follow up from in-
formation shared during speaker time. Homelessoiefssnilies in Oshkosh was explored.

Amy Smith and Brian Tokoph.
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NEW MEMBER DEVELOPMENT MINISTRY GROUP — SUBMITTED M ARCH 2014

New Member Development was very busy this past t@ang on and accomplishing new projects and g@ating
in continuing education opportunities to make F@shgregational more hospitable and welcoming,tarttelp grow
the church membership and the community’s awareaiesar existence. Following are some of the mégaiicant
things we did throughout the year:

You may recall that last year we redid the Welcdbmmter in the Narthex which included the additidrihe flat

screen TV that features scrolling messages abmgdigoing on at FCC, meeting places for variowents; etc. This
year, soft, faith-centered music was added to thgram in the background. It is more welcoming thest a “quiet”

TV screen, and the response has been positive.

This year the Involvement Center board in the Nettivas also given a facelift, making it currentitéreorganized
and easier for folks to sign up to get involveaviays to serve the church.

In addition to exterior signage at the main enteane also placed interior directional signage, mghkt easier for
new members and visitors to find their way to ati&s, restrooms, etc. And our church’s tag lines\added above the
office entrance sign.

We continued with making follow-up calls to visisoand tweaked our greeter scheduling.

We continued with our project of periodically plagimember info on the web site and in the weeklyntder Bridge
to help existing members get to know each othetehdbut also to let the community know who goe$@C, and
why.

Hospitality-related messages are now being plateld weekly bulletins and Tidings monthly newslgtsometimes
in weekly Member Bridge.

We also continued to submit articles to the OshKdshthwestern’s Community Newsroom highlighting timany
different things going on at FCC. We continue tart@at many people find FCC through these no-axdstles, which
help spread our message. Several new member andUs®n About FCC) were held during the year amiimber
of new members joined as a result.

We reviewed our advertising opportunities and, assalt, dropped Yellow Page advertising — somethiieCC had
done for many years. But with times changing, pegut are not using Yellow Pages, or phone bookgneral any-
more, and more people seem to be finding FCC tlirahg Internet, word of mouth and newspaper. Thange in
advertising will save FCC several hundred to omeishnd dollars per year.

We continued to promote FCC and its brand througffirt sales and as a push to help pay off theafgstinting the t
-shirts, held a Pie sale on March 2. It was a higeess and we were able to raise $693. Thanksetmany folks
who contributed to making or supplying pies, whorkeal to help set up the event and promote it, andlltwho
bought either a piece of whole pie that day. Angoae who bought a whole pie got a free t-shirtthé® event was a
huge success and fun was had by all.

We continued to recognize and emphasize the impoetaf creating a warm, welcoming and hospitalii@oaphere
for both our current members and guests. In that,ghree of our members (Cynthia Thorpe, Beckat3 and Pastor
Carol attended a daylong training session whichhesized hospitality and new member welcome. Foliguthat

meeting, the entire group convened, along with meslof two other ministry groups, to start brainstog about

how we can put some of these ideas into actiorC&.FAs this is an ever-evolving process, meetings reew ideas
will continue to occur. In the meantime, all mensbef FCC are encouraged to invite family membergiends to

come worship with them, helping to spread the vadydut our exciting and unique church community.

Respectfully submitted,
Cheryl Hentz
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ESTHER Core Team

No report available at time of printing

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS MINISTRY GROUP
2013 Annual Report

The year of small projects that cost big dollarar €hurch has invested a lot in two categoriesyaa and
if you haven't noticed them, all the better.

First, much of our lighting has been updated wigkvrbulbs and new wiring at the fixture. The bulbghe
Sanctuary had literally been falling to earth. Tjudtt required a very brave John Oman Jr. To dat &flo
very high work. Through out the building many ot dlerescent lighting has been redone.

Other than lighting we have redone our parkingTdiere are still miles to go with striping the &td mak-
ing the edging beautiful with green space.

Hopefully our next year finds us fine tuning mofehurch, and keeping this a wonderful special @lat
worship for generations to come.

Sincerely
Dave Ruby.
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FINANCE MINISTRY GROUP REPORT

The Finance Ministry Group advices the Ministry @Goliand congregation on financial and budget enait

As personnel changes, we are reminded of the irmpoetof volunteers and staff. Cynthia has pickedi-u
nancial duties and continues to do an excellentjelf Puhlman-Becker puts a lot of effort into teatine
duties as well as preparing reports for the Fingaomup, Ministry Council, and the congregation.obRrt
Niendorf and Mary Beth Bossert left some big sHoegdeff to fill. It is taking a small army topkace Mar-
ilyn Ward who spent many years of Sunday afternpomgnting and recording Sunday offerings.

As times and technology change, each of us hagyeldamow our personal finances are handled. Likewi
the church needs to do the same. Things likeitccadds, electronic banking, procedures and repaurtd
investments need to be revaluated.

At this point in time, it does not seem wise foe fGhurch to accept credit cards or electronic fuadsfers
since banks would charge the Church processing fEes most people, their bank will make periodayp
ments to the Church for no cost. Jeff, Cynthial imance continually look for ways to provide cke@and
balances for handling money, while simplifying aridrifying procedures and reports. The group aking

at reinvesting some of the Church's money in newswihat increase rates of returns, are as sasafer
than current investments, and are more sociallgarsible. Hopefully, recommendations on new invest
ments will be made to the Ministry Council and tdoagregation this year.

Respectfully Submitted,

John Oman, Facilitator
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STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE — ANNUAL REPORT — SUBMITTED J ANUARY 2014

This past year's campaign was centered aroundtbdtboheme and appropriately named "Rushing tookct Pass It
Forward." Church members and friends were divigkad teams and each member of the team passecetigeHit
and resource materials on to the next person antézam until every person had been made contabtavid the team
leaders would see that the got into the “end zdwydieing returned to the church office.

The “rushing to action” part was based on the imatecheed to gather pledges from people so thebhuould de-
velop a budget for the new year. The “pass it fedivaart of the theme really had two meanings: avigere team
members passed the materials on to the next teanbereand; two, where not only were we all passivegmaterial
forward, but the pledges were important so we coalttinue passing forward the gift of building nteimance and all
the services, and benefits the church has to tfférose who worship at FCC.

We set an ambitious goal of trying to reach $316 $®that we would have an adequate amount of mianeliich to
operate and do the various work FCC sets out tavilbout necessarily having to dig into or utiliather funds. The
campaign kicked off on Oct. 27 and, appropriatelguggh, ended on Gratitude Sunday, Nov. 24, thohgretwere
still some people to reach and others who madegpkedfter that date.

Here are the numbers we reported in January:

Pledges received (as of Jan. 7, 2014) from 141dimlds) - $239,997 (we were still trying to geeply from 10-13
households — which, based on what they had prdyipledged would put us at $253.577). Additionafl, house-
holds said that, while they could not make a pleatghat time, they would contribute as they wdre.a

Included in the $239,997 pledged, there wefigst-time pledges from people new to the churchor $4,680; there
werel7 families who resumed pledginghad not pledged in 2013, but had done so in ptswears), for a total of
$15,920.

That's $20,600 pledged for 2014 from households katNOT pledged in 2013.
In addition,42 households INCREASELheir pledge for an additional $12,313.
That's a total 0$32,913 of new or increased pledges!

UNFORTUNATELY ... Welost $14,200 due to deaths in the congregatiolmabyice as much as is typical in a
given year)

... And 22 households decreased their pledgedue to changes in jobs, family structures, scboabllege expense,
aging population or retirement, etc., totaling aerall loss of $15,107.

BOTTOM LINE
Gain $32,913. . . loss $29,307 . . . which bringgust about to where we were in 2013!

While it was wonderful to see so many increasgsadges, the bottom line numbers show that we t@aeensistent-
ly work hard just to stay the same, or improvelglig. . . because we will always have financialdes due to death,
relocations, or changes in church membership; anteople, as their lives change, will need te ¢#¢s. To main-
tain the present ministries in personnel and imta&iing the facilities we have to keep replacingse losses! We are
very grateful for the gifts we have at FCC, andare equally grateful for everyone’s pledges, orqac offerings —
no matter the amount — to maintain those giftske®p “passing them forward!” Thank you one and all!

Cheryl Hentz
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PERSONNEL MINISTRY GROUP

No report available at time of printing.

REORT ON THE USE OF THE BUILDING 2013

During 2013 a host of activities and groups haveeat the First Congregational Church. These asdal-
ly broken down into 4 groups below.

Music groups

Various Recitals, including Suziki recital; Grikgsher Recitals; Peterson Recitals; McDowell Concer

Green Lake Festival of Music,; Wyatt Smith Orgam€art; Katie Riemer, Sharon Tenhundfeld & Joanne
Person Concert; Mary Thornton Concert to benefiy B¢ Day Warming Shelter; Catherine Kautsy Piano
Concert; Peterson/Ottman/Cable Concert; The R@teria Performance by 3 area High Schools; Mehedit

Vis Studio Recital; as well as 6 First Tuesday estscand luncheons.

Civic activities:

PFLAG; ESTHER of Oshkosh; Day by Day Warming $reBoard meetings; PEO; 1/2 Marathon Pasta
dinner supporting Advocap and CP; Christine Ann t€eiChristmas Gift Program; Senior Center Spanish
Classes; Habitat for Humanity; Sudanese Prayerpatidck,; Red Cross Blood Drive; Debt Management
information sessions; Ladies Benevolence Socie@til®peaker and Lunch; Oshkosh4Eduation; Empty
Bowls Prep.

Special Interest Activities:
Tai Chi Classes, Girl Scouts, GSA Pride Promc8b€lub Pancake Breakfast, Tibetan Monk Presemtati

Other Religious activities:
Emmaus Ecumenical Catholic Community, the ZEN Bad@inoup.

The building has also hosted a number of congregatiember’s personal events from baby showergtio-bi
day parties to memorial service luncheons.

Cynthia Hunt
Office Administrator

22



ADULT EDUCATION MINISTRY GROUP — SUBMITTED MARCH 20 14

Members: Bethany Jorenby, Cheryl Hentz, David dpNéck Schneider, Paula Veard, and Jim Paulson.
Co-Facilitators: Bethany Jorenby and Cheryl Hentz
Staff Liaison: Sandie Miller-Schreiter

This year, instead of printing program guides vgigfveral months of Lifelong Learning sessions ligteithem, we opt-
ed for printing one month of information at a tinhe addition to listing it in the Tidings, bullesnMember Bridge, etc.,
Sandie Miller-Schreiter printed a larger versiod gtaced it on an easel in the Narthex by one @gtfitrances, making
it available and easier for folks to see.

We continued videotaping our Sunday morning predimts and putting them on the web for people wdrdtattend
them or for non-members visiting our web site. Tés our second or third full year of doing thishaugh due to a
number of different circumstances, not all got thperegular attendee of the Sunday morning sessiteve Barney,
was kind enough to audiotape many of them andwesg then placed on the web also. Thank you, Sti'eecalso
want to thank Jon Gibson for setting up all theassary equipment each Sunday and Joe Wiedenmeg ffiis assis-
tance in getting these sessions uploaded to teenktt This added audio/video service would ngidxsible without
these individuals and their assistance.

For the fourth year in a row, we continued to oiewveeknight opportunity for ongoing learning apdigiality, initial-
ly led by Bethany Jorenby. But mid-year Bethangcated out of Oshkosh and this discussion groupeiisas the
Adult Ed Ministry Group as a whole, was taken dvgiCheryl Hentz as the sole facilitator. Howeveenmbers of the
Tuesday Night Spirituality Discussion Group havestdpped up to lead a weekly discussion and tdfgc ideas for
ongoing spiritual learning. The group is generattgnded by 5-10 people. As a reminder to folkerggession is de-
signed to be stand-alone, so if someone misse®k ovgoins after a session has already startede tis nothing for
them to really catch up on and they can easilyijpitVe meet at 7pm Tuesday evenings at churctwahcbme anyone
who wishes to broaden their minds about spirityaiid what it really means to them.

We always welcome suggestions for possible togicsiicoming sessions — whether for Sunday mornifeddng
Learning, Tuesday Night Spirituality, or some othpecial presentation. This year we got a lot afdgoeas from Pas-
tor Carol (thank you!) and various members of thegregation (thank you, also). If you have any slgdease contact
facilitator, Cheryl Hentz, or our staff liaison, ke Miller-Schreiter. And, as always, we encourgge to attend on a
Sunday morning or Tuesday evening.

Respectfully submitted,

Cheryl Hentz
Adult Education Ministry Group Facilitator
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REPORT OF THE YOUTH MINISTRY GROUP 2013

We had a small ministry group this year but werergized and care about our youth.

Last year events that focused are art were thehyednts that were well attended. Also the yatthe
Hanging of the greens this year loved the origarené So creativity and art were the focus of frear’s
youth events for middle and High School youth. Nee an Christmas craft night to make gifts for cghe
fused glass pendant event, a Mosaic event andgemnarevent, and a craft night to just create.

We also met once a month with otft Brough %' grade youth. We combined several of their everith
the Middle and High School youth. We also did iadige event, swimming event, made stepping stones, a
learned about the Humane Society and made cat toys.

We continue to explore what the group can offérdlp nurture the spirituality and faith of our ybut
With regards,

The Youth Ministry Group.
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REPORT OF THE CHURCH SCHOOL MINISTRY GROUP

Members: Lorie Hadel, McKenna Hadel, Jen Boos,Wiliams, and Corinne Saidla.

The Church School Ministry Group began preparatifmn the 20132014 church school year by recruiting
teachers. Group members made personal phone eagtstential teachers and shepherds. Another ofition
children during the sermon time is a crafts tablat s in the sanctuary by the piano. We didnfeiothe
"Kid Vid" series during the summer because we h#tdlty finding enough people for child care. Vdel
recruit for childcare volunteers.

We didn't offer Vacation Bible School this yeadause we haven’t had many families interesteldarpto-
gram.

The “Ready to Worship” program is used to getdhiédren who do not stay during the sermon portbn
the service more ready to stay in the church servitis a good program that uses wooden figunelspgeces
of felt to assist in the understanding of the stesgon that is being discussed that day.

The rotation format continues to be used for sttglénsecond through sixth grade. The preschoalbjeéd-
garten/first grade, middle school and high schoottioue the classroom approach. We are usingSpark”
series for Preschool and Kindergarten/first grddsses.

The group assisted with the organization of thesinas Pageant i.e.: checking costumes in andagsist-
ing children with getting ready for the pageant.

Each of the classes received an adopted grandgarsend a card, picture, etc to throughout ey

The group continues to schedule Toy Washes. Tdas, yve have been washing the toys one day and then
letting them air dry and putting them away a déf@rday mostly Sunday mornings. This system sderne
working well.

Corinne Saidla
Church School Ministry Group
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CHURCH LIBRARY REPORT

We were all saddened with the passing of Carol lenkho did so much for the church in general grel s
cifically for the church library. Personally she smhie one who taught me so much about library sei@amd
life.

| would like to introduce the new librarian: Jeaméhch. She has only been a member of this church fo
year and is already bringing her special gifts teere they are needed most. So far she has fixednmignt
computer and is helping process in books at respegd. She will be doing much of the work of tranhg
the card catalog to the new computer.

Please be patient with us as we transfer the catalog. There may be times that the card catalowis
available. Feel free to ask for help. Until we h&remsferred the catalog, we ask to hold your donat

So far we have moved some older videos to arclawesthe rest of the videos, CDs and DVDs to theewid
rack by the computer. Our children’s books in salveategories are now in the bookcase under thengmo
quilt.

Because of the time required to transfer books vilebe weeding books in all categories. If there atder
books that you think should stay in the libraryeck them out.

We will be sending out overdue notices by e-mad jfear.

We have processed in 5,000 items in our librargrdkie years, although that does include itemstiaaé
been withdrawn. Support the library be checkingksomut and returning over due books.

Joyce Frohn

REPORT OF THE MEMORIAL COMMITTEE - 2013

Members: Dixie Laehn, Ann Marshall, Deanie Minmjédaria Talin and Dorothy Unger.

Friends and family members often give a monetatftytgithe church in memory of a loved one. Theiis g
are put into a memorial fund account and the maseysed to meet needs of the church that fall dettie
operations budget. If possible, the family is adtesl when use of their relative's memorial is getonsid-
ered. Usually the money goes toward projectswiilapay a lasting tribute.

The Memorial Committee received no requests fod$uduring 2013. Memorial donations totaled $28%5 f
the year. As has been the trend in the last twibree years, several families requested that mdoagted in
memory of their loved one go to a particular projeln 2013 an additional $9465 in memorial giftent di-
rectly to the FCC Kitchen Fund.

At the end of 2013 over $15,000 was in the Memdfiahd account. The committee always welcomes sug-
gestions for use of memorial monies. Contact aeynber of the committee and your proposal will reeei
prompt consideration.

Ann Marshall
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WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP REPORT 2013
APRIL 2013-2014

During the past year Women's Fellowship has usetesdf their funds to send a little physical

reminder of our concern to the members of our dhuM/e have done that by sending out cards andusasiq
to members staying in Oshkosh hospitals. This paat twenty-eight sympathy cards, six thinkingyot,
seventeen get well, three new baby, three specasion, and thirteen thank you cards were sentaddi-
tion, flowers were sent twelve times to the hos$piie also give altar flowers twice a year in honbAda-
line Choate who made our funds possible.

Nancy Lloyd, a very dear member of our board diesl year. The board with assistance from PEO dimero
church members provided her reception after heerin Her memorial money was donated to the maggchi
kitchen fund. Women's Fellowship also made a donah her memory. We also did the reception fariv
McCain and provided assistance for Jackson Medfegisral. Both had their memorial money donatethéo
matching kitchen fund. Since Mary McCain was a tong member of the board a donation from Women's
Fellowship was made to the matching kitchen fund.

A firm believer in promoting women finding time faliscovering themselves, Women's Fellowship made a
donation to the Women's Retreat scholarship fufius retreat allows the women of the church an cppo

ty to take time for themselves, which shouldn'thaenpered by financial limitations. This amount ¢an
used as Carol sees fit.

The group hosted fellowship hour after church. sTikia great time to chat with others from the chur

Women's Fellowship is concerned with the commuagtyvell as the church. During the past year we gav
the Community Back to School Fair. In addition,rmag was given to Christina Conn to give to the @slk
Middle School Choral Program. It will be used &brof the middle schools in their joint program.

Our newest member is Becky Gratz. Becky is a iamgtmember of First Congregational Church and we
welcome her to our team.

Of course our main project has been the kitchewer@he past year we have finished the Pan Satkaha
Kraut Kuchen Sale, and most recently a Bread angh Sale. Thanks to the congregation all were gaeat
cesses. We are very pleased to announce with raisdrs, donations, and memorials we have made the
MATCHING $50,000.00. However, we still need toseimore to reach our final goal of $200,000.00s It
possible, and with your help WE WILL DO IT !

Karen Zentner LaBorde
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Wisconsin Conference United Church of Christ ,
Highlights since August 15, 2013 B} G

This report reflects highlights from the beginnisfgny time among you, August 15, 2013. Pt

Life in the Wisconsin Conference in 2013 has beamtul. While the Conference sustains
many programs itemized in previous reports to yiahia time of the year, here are some ofg
most memorable happenings in my tenure thus far:

James Jang, a minister from the United Reformedd@haof Great Britain, visited the Confer
ence in October to continue the annual exchangesivérs between the Wisconsin Confere
and the URC.

The Rev. Art Wille retired in October as the AssdeiConference Minister for Support of Pastors@ark of
Churches. The Rev. Rebecca Johnston and the RevB&amann have assumed temporary leadership ferwid
church functions in the two Northern Associatiohthe Conference.

UCCI, Inc., providing leadership in Outdoor Miniss in behalf of the Wisconsin Conference, has bebe prelimi-
nary work to begin a Capital Funds Campaign to ilegustaining income and new and upgraded fasldat Moon
Beach and Pilgrim Center.

The delegates to the Conference Meeting in Jurfe§ 86t the tone for the study in local congregatiointhe Wiscon-
sin Conference of the potential of the Wisconsimf@mence becoming an Open and Affirming Conferesfdbe
United Church of Christ.

There are three distinct Search Committees wortarfdl leadership positions on the Conference fSt&fonference
Minister; Interim Conference Minister for SuppoftRastors and Care of Churches (North); and thedbir/Minister
of the Lay Academy.

Continuing a practice of the past years, the Ceniez Board of Directors approved grants to recamirsary gradu-
ates now serving in local congregations of the €afce to lighten the load of heavy financial debtirred from
educational loans.

Plans are well underway for a joyous celebratiotheftwentieth anniversary of the Lay Academy at2814 Confer-
ence Meeting.

The Honduran Mission Partnership is making a lgstté Honduras as | write this report. This triplwesult in the
completion of two houses there. The project in Hoad will end due to the uncertain and violenttpral atmos-
phere in that country. Great thanks to all ofdbedicated people who has made this mission vitat the years.

Youth ministry programs in the Conference contitauthrive, with numbers being up and new and exgiprogram-
ming evolving.

Communities of Practice and the Church Renewalfrogontinue to make a meaningful impact on thalitjtof
pastoral ministry and local congregations seekiagtf insight and renewal.

Conference Staff continues to practice the coreagtnies of consulting on Search and Call with laoahgregations in
need of pastoral leadership, working with Churctl Btinistry Committees to authorize and monitor amzal min-
istry in behalf of the entire United Church of Gltyiand to be present in times of congregatiomesstand conflict.

Thank you for all of the many ways in which you pap and enrich the life of the Wisconsin Confemnc

We pray God’s continued blessing and guidance emvibrk of the Wisconsin Conference of the Unitedi€h of
Christ, its congregations, and related institutidrtsis ministry is a gift from God!

With Great Hope,
Michael E. Obenauer, Interim Conference Minister
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CO-PASTORS, MARCH 2014

We begin this Annual Report — once again — withagirihanks for the people of First Congregational
Church: for their love and energy, their openrass courage, their faith expressed in servicedo thorld.
And we say — yet again — that we are profoundiytejtd for the great privilege we have been given to
serve as pastors to this fine group of people. ds rgad the reports contained here, you get arflakthe
faithfulness and vitality of this faith community.

We were especially grateful this past year wherf-@ruary 1st, we marked the 25th anniversary afstry
in this place. The celebration in May (a compkateprise, carried off with great skill by your cbhrlead-
ers!) was overwhelming, and received with greankifiziness. The kind words by Art Wille, the mdues
dinner that followed, the gifts from the congregati— the stunning glass vase, the extra week cdti@ac
for renewal, the very generous monetary gift — asgecially the many expressions of your love indsor
spoken and written — all these we will rememberrdst of our lives. Thank you.

We also want to thank the wonderful staff peoplthwthom we work. Their remarkable gifts togethéthw
their encouragement and support make serving timgregation even more fulfilling. Thank you! $hi
church and we, personally are so blessed by eazlofoyou!

We did have some staff changes this year. Tindedafn who has served as the Lay Ministries Cootdina
left that position to better the wider communitypesially through the Day by Day Warming Shelter &md
have more time with her family. Her enthusiasmdod commitment to social justice continues to imesp
us. We are grateful that Ginnie Sherer was wgllio add extra hours to her job to pick up mucHiof’s
work, at least temporarily.

And after three years as our Handbell Choir Direddatrick Meyer also resigned this year. We aatedul
for his dedication to ringing, and for the dedica#dtention he gave to our bell program.

Ralph completed five years of service on the OshkAsea Community Pantry in November. He had
chaired the Personnel Committee through that tif&king his place on that board is Ron Harrell,tcare
FCC'’s tradition of leadership with the food pantimgt dates back 25+ years.

Carol participated in a committee planning theitess of thanks to Art Wille who in November netd as

an Associate Conference Minister (Wisconsin Comieee UCC). She and Ralph were honored to bring the
sermon at that worship service at First CongregatityCC, Appleton, and Carol was active in planrimg
reception that followed. Congratulations to Antlis many years of faithful service to the UCCrches of
Wisconsin. We’'re grateful that he and Cathy wilhtinue to be part of this congregation.

Ralph continued to serve on the Conference Boaireictors, chairing the Search Committee that ghdu
the Rev. Michael Obenauer to be our Interim ComfeeeMinister. He began his ministry in August.

FCC forwarded a Resolution to the Conference toohdeff Puhimann-Becker and his family for their 25
years of service at Pilgrim Conference Center. pRakad the Resolution Saturday evening at the Annu
Meeting of the Conference on Green Lake, and it m&$ with a resounding, standing ovation for the
Puhlmann-Beckers. FCC is so proud to claim therfoasown,” and again thank them for their servioe
the people of the Conference.
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We had an especially large Confirmation Class yei&r, having combined 9th and 10th grade justhr t
year. It was (as it always is!) a great experiermeel we were happy to welcome such a fine grotg in
membership in May.

The year concluded once again with two lovely arayimg candlelight Christmas Eve services, with over
500 people in attendance.

Lastly we thank all the lay leaders of the congtiega particularly the officers Pat Blades (Moderat
Cathy Wille (Moderator-elect), Jeff Puhlmann-BecKéreasurer), and Sue Coghill (Clerk). They witle t
chairs of the various Ministry Groups not only “kethings running,” but more importantly set theeaaf
everything we do — an atmosphere of cooperationheape, faith and compassion.

Ralph and Carol DiBiasio-Snyder, Co-pastors

Resolution for the Wisconsin Conference, United Chieh of Christ

To recognize, honor, and thank

JEFF PUHLMANN-BECKER

For his twenty-six year ministry as the Managing Diector of Pilgrim Center

WHEREAS Jesus said, “the greatest among you will be yoase,” (Matthew 23:11), and;

WHEREAS Jesus also said, “I give you a new commandmeat ytbu love one another. Just as | have loved you,
you also should love one another; by this everygiidknow that you are my disciples: if you hawé for one an-
other,” (John 13:34, 35) and;

WHEREAS St. Paul too urged us to “love one another withualaffection; outdoing one another in showing hon-
or,” (Romans 12:10), and;

WHEREAS St. Paul taught us that “we, who are many, arebmgly in Christ, and individually we are members one
of another,” (Romans 12:5), and;

WHEREAS God has given each of us gifts to use for the comgood — gifts of leadership and compassion, gener
osity, ministry and teaching, (Romans 12:6-8), and;

WHEREAS Jeff Puhlmann-Becker shared his many gifts witfiouswenty-six years, including gifts of leadership
and compassion, generosity, ministry, and teaclang;

WHEREAS as the Managing Director of Pilgrim Center Jefthvgreat love for his profession and for the pedm
served, tirelessly used his gifts of joyful leadhgps deep compassion, generosity of spirit, creatmnistry, teaching
by word and example countless children, youth,ahdts, the way of Christ, and;
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WHEREAS, before Jeff began his ministry the Wisconsin Cagriee had been forced to consider closing
one of our campinggcilities, with Jeff's consistent and hopeful prese at Pilgrim Center the Conference and Unit-
ed Church Camps, Inc. transformed the camping progo be the thriving, growing, and creative mnyishat it is
today, a ministry that is a great source of prateus as a Conference, and:

WHEREAS during Jeff's tenure significant expansion and kextion of the facilities took place, particularhyetbuild-
ing of Oak Mound Lodge, Ley Chapel, the Facilifitanager's home, the addition to Norenberg Lodgd,tara replac-
ing of numerous cabins and shower/restroom buiklingll under Jeff's careful and thoughtful plangiand;

WHEREAS Jeff led in bringing technological advances todffece, and to the camp in general, allowing thenp&s
work to be efficient, and the programs grow, and;

WHEREAS Jeff was a faithful and enthusiastic ambassadath®camping programs, visiting churches across the
state, speaking on behalf of the programs of th&f€@ence, and,;

WHEREAS Jeff shared his gifts, experience, and leadersiitptive national church through the Outdoor Minestr
Association of the United Church of Christ, servawits President, as well as the National Cowicthurches Com-
mittee on Outdoor Ministry, and, here in Wisconsith United Church Camps, Incorporated, and,;

WHEREAS Jeff’s partner, Jill, and the whole Puhlmann-Bedkenily — Matthew and Michael and Martha — shared
wholeheartedly in the ministry of Pilgrim Centeotonly supporting Jeff in his work, but servingrgaers and staff in
uncountable ways, from directing camps, planningicuium and creating programs, overseeing thetheainter, the
waterfront, and the camp kitchen, to cleaning rqomagering gardens -- helping in any way they cdaldnrich the
camp experience, and,;

WHEREAS Jeff and his family through all these years hasge &ken faithful members and leaders in their home
church, First Congregational UCC, Oshkosh, whowsi#stically brings this Resolution before the wideurch, the
Wisconsin Conference,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Wisconsin Conference of the United ChafcBhrist, recognizes Jeff's
long ministry at Pilgrim Center as the creativejrag energetic, and vital ministry to the Conferenthat it was, and;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Wisconsin Conference honors the serviaeJéff and his family joyfully
and tirelessly and lovingly gave to the thousarfdshiddren, youth, and adults who came to Pilgrienér throughout
their time there, examples of the servanthood tizhvbesus calls us, and;

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the people of the Wisconsin Conference heesibgnd their deepest gratitude to
Jeff and Jill, Matthew, Michael, and Martha for thiht they did to make Pilgrim Center a place ofmth and wel-
come, of community and peace — a “home away fromediavhere the Spirit of the Christ was embodieflected in
their smiles and in their work done on behalf & @onference, because of their love for God anddall. Thank
you.
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ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE TEACHING AND LEARNING MINISTR [ES COORDINATOR
(TLMC) 2013.

The word that comes to mind this year is Blessing&/e are truly blessed. We are blessed to havehildren and
youth whose wisdom and insight is an inspiratioe are blessed to have infants who add to ourhipisf God by
their sweet cooing sounds. We are blessed bysathdt are interested in growing and nurturingrtfeéth and are
willing to talk with others. We are blessed wittiults eager to teach and learn with our childresh youth. We are
blessed by you!

A new thing we offered this year is the OWL's pragrto our 8 through 16 graders. Our Whole Lives (OWL’s) is a
sexual education/healthy relationship curriculunvedeped by the Unitarian/Universalist and the Utitehurch of
Christ. In August we hosted a training for fdatiors in Partnership with the UU Fellowship in Agipn and had 25
people attend from Wisconsin, lllinos and Michige®tacey Otto, Doug Pire, Shelly Maxwell, Joe Weideier, Paula
Seeley and Sandie Miller-Schreiter were trainefhasitators. In September we held our first classl had 11 youth
attend. Thank you to the facilitators for youdibation to our youth.

This year our youth mission trip was to Back Bagsion in Biloxi, Mississippi. Thirteen youth: EiilBraun, Max

Bossert, Noah Bossert, Zoe Bossert, Cameron FKankn Frank, Jon Gibson, lan Henscheid, Ben Lalfeéra Robe,

Zack Rogers, Matt Salbego, Olivia Seeley and figalts: Mary Beth Bossert, Sandie Miller-Schreitéeff Rogers,
Nick Salbego and Paula Seeley served in June &.20e worked on a home Back Bay purchase and efagbish-

ing to sell to a low income family. We also had tipportunity to worship in the community and duedf day of tour-

ing to see more of the area. We are blessed ® dpave and blessed by you who attended our furdsa@d support-
ed our trip by your giving and prayers. Thank you!

This is the second full year of the activity tablethe sanctuary. After the Children’s time onetled many options
children and youth have is to sit at the activétlyle. They can hear everything that is going onarnship but still have
some kind of activity they can be working on.

We held and intergenerational gratitude event yee on November 23 during the 9:00 hour. Chilgdgeuth and
adults had an opportunity to count their blessitiyak about the abundance in their life and howge those blessings
to serve others.

Theresa Brewer, our Child Care Coordinator, has loeestaff for over six years now. Thank you teef@sa and the
volunteers that provide care in the nursery andlewdoom. Having a staff person to be with outdrten each week
during the Church School year has brought congigtemour childcare and has helped to make it ameand welcom-
ing place to our youngest.

Pumpkin Caroling and Christmas caroling was shaiéid Ginnie Sherer and Christina Conn. These eMeriitg) joy to
both the singers and the folks we sing to.  Tisr we picked two care facilities (Century Oakd &abriel's Villa).
It worked will to go to just one place to sing ahd residents enjoyed it.

Thank you to all who have participated in the éfahe Teaching and Learning Ministries! | loakward to continu-
ing our ministry together in the upcoming year.

With much Gratitude,

Sandie Miller-Schreiter

Teaching and Learning Ministries Coordinator
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REPORT OF THE INTERIM LAY MINISTRIES COORDINATOR 20 13

I am currently filling the role of Lay Ministriesdordinator on an interim basis following the resigon of
Tina Haffeman in Fall 2013. In my capacity as iimelLay Ministries Coordinator, my primary focussha
been to work with Ministry Groups and assist witkh homination process which began in February, 2014

In an effort to invite the entire congregation itih@ nominations process, the Nominations Committested
the FCC Draft following the Worship Service on 24/ This included a potluck lunch. Each minigirgup
provide information about their work and the needrfew people to join in each ministry group’s workhis
event was tremendously successful with about 2glpeslecting to join Ministry Groups following thennu-
al Meeting. It was wonderful to see youth alseliasted in serving on some of our Ministry Groups.

As part of the nomination process, Cathy Wille, Miador Elect, and | talked with the Ministry Couratdout
the fact that a number of people have been semnilinistry Groups for long periods of time. It svéhe
consensus of the Ministry Council that we shoultlifoon bringing new people into ministry groupshegear
and allow people to continue to serve in areab®thurch where they have a passion for the work.

| have also been involved in New Member Meetingenvkthey have occurred. To help in gathering infor-
mation that is useful in connecting people to arelasre they have interests, | have updated thegstt&heets
that we ask new members to fill out when they jbie church.

We are fortunate at FCC to have so many peopleambavilling to come forward to serve others in @aith
community and in our wider world. We have over@bple who serve on committees and/or give of their
time to usher, provide child care, teach churclostserve communion, read scripture during worsap
vices or sing in the choir. Thus, it is no surgrilat we are thought of as a vibrant church ticts the ex-
ample of Jesus in our community.

Ginnie Sherer
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REPORT OF THE CHANCEL CHOIR DIRECTOR AND ORGANIST - 2013

Regular Chancel Choir members were Terry ThomasigBt Thorpe-Kavanaugh, Bethany Estrada, Karen
LaBorde, Judy DeBroux, Pat Dwyer-Hallquist, Darayfly, Vernice Haase, Carol Niendorf, Jacki Mueller,
Cathy Wille, Ed Schneider, Patrick Meyer, Georggl@lh, Doug Henkle, Eric Kropp, Thatcher Peterson,
Art Wille, Jen Stellpflug, and Doug Pire. Delloraoit joined the choir. Christin Buchholz, a studant
UWO, joined for the year before returning to hemaoin Madison. Terry Thomas and Bridget Thorpe-
Kavanaugh took a leave of absence, the latter otairiger second baby. The Chancel Choir sings rdgula
from September through May.

Both Christina Conn, Angel Choir Director, Ellie dinas, and Bridget Duffy provided competent and musi
cal substitution for the Choir Director and Orgartgoughout the year. Organ scholarship studeltie E
Thomas, and Pam Lane, Bridget Duffy, and John Pskealso provided service as organists and pianists
for summer worship.

At other times during the year, additional musicswaovided by Tanya Paulson, Kiera Robe; LauradSan
ers, Jonas Wagner, Doug Pire,Ellie Thomas, Sarabalht; Frank Hoffmeister, Matt Abraham, Rebecca
Ottman, Noah Bossert, John Schwerbel, Ben HedqglostGibson, Molly Schlaak, Pat Dyer-Hallquist, Jay
Thomas, Judy DeBroux and her daughter, Cathy Schifiicstopher Ulrich, Bridget Duffy, Christin Buch-
holz, Nate Hillary, Christina Conn, the North Hig@cthool Madrigals, and the Handbell Trio of Patrick
Meyer, Paula Allen, and Barbara Ziblut.

As part of the Easter celebration, the Choir penfedt Bradley Ellingboe’s 45-minufeequiemon March

17, 2013, with Molly Schlack as soloist. Matt Abaam played cello and Gretchen Hermann oboe. As spe-
cial Christmas music, the Chancel Choir performegtaconsisting of Ralph Vaughan William#&gnifi-

cat, Alice Parker'sMagnificat ending with Vaughan William&lunc Dimittis with Christina Conn and
Bridget Duffy singing the solos.

The first significant upkeep on the pipe organhe past 30 years was performed in April by SalzRipe
Organ Services, Appleton WI (he took over servidimg organ in 2011, upon the retirement of Jamegs Ta
lor). The cost was approximately $14,000 with fumgdprimarily from the Bill & Jesse Fuller memorial
funds. Bill Fuller was an accomplished French haayer. He sang in the Chancel Choirs for over &y,
retiring when he was age 85. He loved the sourtdeopipe organ.

Respectfully submitted,
Joanne Peterson

Chancel Choir Director & Organist
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REPORT OF THE ANGEL CHOIR DIRECTOR 2013

Angel Choir members from 2013-2014 are ElizabetbhRfHengst, Kassie Herring, Alice Rioux, Ethan
Moench, Talan Boos, Jedidiah Larsen, Claire Vedudia Bock, Mckenna Hadgland Talan's friend--
Maddi).

We had a fantastic year singing, growing, and plgyogether. For a small group, they really sindj aed
with heart. Some memorable solos and duets werg this year by Elizabeth, McKenna, Alice, and air
Pumpkin and Christmas Caroling events were botlcaess.

We had enough singers to have one good sized mgmoup that went to two nursing homes to spreatkes
holiday cheer.

We look forward to those events every year! Mrsni©bad a big year (literally!) as she had her fiaby!
While on maternity leave in the spring, Kelsey TatMilled in for her and worked with the Angel Ghon
their Palm Sunday and Mother's Day songs.

Christina Conn
Angel Choir Director

LITURGICAL MOVEMENT CHOIRS

February 17, 2013 The Faith in Motion Choir pu thleluia big white letters to bed until EastéFhere
were 4 boys and 4 girls.

March 24, 2013 The Dancing Spirit lead the palmaga, followed by the whole congregation.

April 21, 2013 Both the Dancing Spirit and thaith in Motion choirs danced for Earth Day witlg bi
Earth beach balls. We had 15 dancers. What a joy

May 5, 2013 Confirmation Sunday = 11 DancingiSmlancers performed "God of the Bible"

November 17, 2013 Both choirs performed a jazz edaadPhilip Philips' Home. We have only 3 young
girls, 2 eighth grade boys, and 8 older girls. Dknow why we lost so many young dancers but & gaeat
having the 2 older boys

So for December 22, 2013 for the Christmas pageéardeep the boys and 3 younger girls involvedg 3h
played instruments for "The Carol of the Bells" athiwas performed by the 8 older girls of the Dagcin
Spirit Choir. The boys played triangles and thgrs played hand cymbals. It was quite lovely.

| will have to do some recruiting in the Fall tat gefew more young dancers.
Respectfully submitted by,
Missy Allen
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