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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, OSHKOSH, WISCONSIN — April 22, 2012

Moderator Jen Norden called the $&4nnual Meeting of First Congregational Church tdey following the
morning worship service. Ralph DiBiasio-Snyder rogek the meeting with prayer. Throughout the meetin
power point slides prepared by Joe Wiedenmeiestithied the business items.

The Annual Report booklet with reports of the Géfic and Ministry Groups for the 2011-2012 year dias
tributed. Minutes of the 2011 Annual Meeting wapproved as printed.

Year in Review: Moderator Jen Norden reported on highlights ofpthst year:

Holy Conversations: Our congregational life hasuked on these goals:

* Encouraging a thoughtful faith that expressesfitaedction

Sharing our resources generously with our commuamtythe world

Among the many ways the congregation lived outealggmls are: opening our building for use by comityu
groups ... a series of cultural/musical programsretfeco the community in celebration of the centahof
the sanctuary ... successful inter-faith Servapalaozhe fall ... overwhelming support of the newlyiaed
family from Burma.

Money Matters: Over the last 18 months this taskd has studied the financial challenges facirrgcongre-
gation, recognizing that overall we are a healthyrch. Financial issues were presented to theregagon
during stewardship house meetings, and in a sefiesmails we responded to the questions and issues
raised. There is interest in examining our conpastto our two denominations with the clear suggaghat
we reduce our contribution to the NACCC. Also, piractice that we set-aside 16% of pledged incaone f
Benevolences will be re-assessed. A task forcenogt being formedMission Matters, will explore these
issues, bringing specific proposals before the cegegion in the early fall, to be implemented ie 2013 fi-
nancial campaign and budgeting.

Kitchen Renovation: Womens Fellowship has speaidrtshe effort to raise necessary funds to renowate
out-dated kitchen. Progress is being made to rdachoal of $200,000.00.

Treasurer’'s Report: Treasurer Mary Beth Bossert distributed two reg02012 Approved Budget & Finan-
cial History and FCC Funds at Oshkosh Area Commufoundation (OACF) for year 2011.

New Century Fund: Mary Beth Bossert distributed a resolution pisgab by the Finance Ministry Group ad-
vocating transfer of the New Century Fund to thdosyment fund at the OACF. The resolution reads:
Resolution proposed by the Finance Ministry Grand the Ministry Council of First Congregational
Church of Oshkosh, Wisconsin, at the Congregatigmisual Meeting on Sunday, April 22, 2012, re-
garding the New Century Fund established in 199Cd&ygregational vote.
The congregation created the New Century Funahanhdowment fund in 1997. An endowment fund
has been created at the Oshkosh Community Foundaiib the same purposes in mind. To best
serve the future needs of First Congregational €&hand to improve investment management effi-
ciency, it seems prudent to combine the two funds.
Therefore:
Be it resolved that the New Century Fund be ligted and the funds be transferred to the First Con-
gregational Church Endowment Fund at the Oshkosla &ommunity Foundation.
Respectfully submitted by John Oman, Finance kyn@roup Facilitator
Motion made by Mary Beth Bossert on behalf of tireaRce Ministry Group to adopt above resolutiono-M
tion carried.

Co-Pastors’ Report Ralph and Carol DiBiasio-Snyder expressed tte@inks for a good year at FCC. Sev-
eral new initiatives have been organized and thegiagation benefits from this enthusiasm and istere
They expressed thanks for the excellent church ataf the support and encouragement they recewe tine
congregation.



The two outgoing officers — Moderator Jen Norded areasurer Mary Beth Bossert — received giftsaif p
tery made by Carol to thank them for their leadigrsimd dedication to the congregation.

Co-Pastors’ Compensation Jeff Puhlmann-Becker presented the compensa@okage for Ralph and
Carol DiBiasio-Snyder, as recommended by the Paedvinistry Group. Beginning in 2012, the church
will pay their pension directly, so 2012 salaryawer by this amount. This arrangement lowersaimeunt
subject to FICA tax which is paid by the church.

Motion made by Jeff Puhlmann-Becker on behalf &f Bersonnel Ministry Group to approve the Co-
Pastors’ 2012 Compensation Package as presentetionMarried.

Elections Tina Haffeman, Lay Ministry Coordinator, distited the slate of nominations for 2012-2013
Officers and Ministry Group members:

Officers
Moderator: Anne Romond
Moderator-elect: [to be elected at a later date]
Treasurer: Jeff Puhlmann-Becker
Clerk: Susan Coghill
Ministry Group members (names in italics are new members)

Adult Education: Cheryl Hentz, David Jones, Bethany Jorenby, Jaulgdn,Rebecca Romeneskdick
Schneider, Val Williams

Benevolence:Vicki Drabrandt,Len Herricks Ann Marshall John Nichols

Building and Grounds: Joe LeHockey, James Maydghn Oman Jr., Steve Robe, Dave Ruby, Dave See-
ley, Bruce Thomas, Gary Wilner

Church School: John Brooks, Cynthia DeVokprie Hadel, Corinne Saidl&athy Weidemanyal Wil-
liams, McKenna Hadel (youth advisor)

Fellowship: Karen Bowen, Vonnie Cushman, Kitty Day, Tom Haigg, Carol Williams

Finance: Lurton BlassingameMary Beth BossertMike Duffy, Dave Elbing, Len Herrickdphn Oman,
Sr.,Dave RubyStan Ziblut,Jeff Puhlmann-Beckdireasurer)

Music: Lynn Fulcher, James Grine, Vernice Haase, Pat @akhy Wille

New Member Development Ministry Group: Carolyn Blassingame, Lee Fenendael, Becky GrateryCh
Hentz, Cynthia Thorpe, Dorry Wilner, Lorie Yastefizak

Personnel: Howard Blades, Lurton Blassingame, Cyndi DeVod, Bahimann-Becker, Cynthia Thorpe

Social Justice: Paula Allen, Ted BalserMary Burns,Jody Harrell, Ron Harrell, John Oman Sr., Jone
Oman, Amy Smith, Brian Tokopferry Wesenberg, Anne Wesenb&giry Wilner

Worship: Kathy Chapman, Dave Elbing, Bethany Estrada, Fackn,Mary Martin, Pat Nichols, Corinne
Saidla,Paula Veard

Youth: Mary Herricks,Stacey OttoPhyllis Thompson



Committee members

Landscape: Carolyn Blassingame, Eric Kropp, Jen Stellpflugsgd_Wesenberg, Carol Williams, Dorry Wil-
ner

Pastor/Congregation Relations: Liz Kaprelian, Dennis Kavanaugh, Shelly Maxweéién Norden, Tracie
Schlaak, Tom Zak

Stewardship: Bruce Abraham, Mary Beth Bossert, Jack FrohnhJ@man Sr., Corinne Saidla,
Maria Talin, Dorry Wilner

Teaching and Learning Coordinator/Congregation Reléions: Lorie Hadel, Bethany Jorenby, Chris Lau-
fer, Deb Nelson, Anne Romond

Money Matters: Ann Marshall, Anne Romond, Brian Tokoph, Chrisutea, Eric Kropp, Jeff Puhlmann-
Becker, Jen Norden, Jodi Braun, Jone Oman, Matia,TMary Beth Bossert

ESTHER Core: Dorry Wilner, Ron Harrell, Brian Tokoph, Pat Bé&sj Tina Haffeman
Stephen Leaders: Ginnie Sherer, Dick Oelschlager, Cynthia Thofpae Coghill

Motion made by Tina Haffeman on behalf of the Nomiions Committee to elect the slate as preserives.
tion carried.

Tina thanked the retiring officers and ministry gjpanembers (also listed) for their leadership astribu-
tions to the ministry of the church.

Meeting adjourned by Moderator Jen Norden. A mbtluncheon was served with help from Sue Heft and
Jack Talin in Fellowship Hall after the meeting.

Susan Coghill
Church Clerk

First Congregational Church, Oshkosh, Wisconsin
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
June 17, 2012

The meeting of the congregation was called to oatléne close of the worship service by Moderatoné
Romond. There was a quorum present. Purposeohéeting was to elect the Moderator-Elect.

Moderator Romond announced that Pat Blades has@tpeserve as Moderator-Elect. Motion made/
seconded by Jack Frohn/Kay Sanders to elect PdeBl@ the office of Moderator-Elect. Motion cadi

There being no further business, the meeting wpsiated.
Susan Coghill, Church Clerk



First Congregational Church, Oshkosh, Wisconsin
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
September 16, 2012

The meeting of the congregation was called to oalléhe close of the worship service by Moderatané
Romond. Purpose of the meeting was to hear tretreptheMission MattersTask Force.

Ann Marshall and John Nichols, members of the Teskce, presented the repdktNew Way of Doing
‘Benevolenceby power point and discussion.

Some background: Since 1973 First Congregatiohakch has committed 16% of its pledged income to Be
nevolences. Of this 16%, 75% is sent on to ourdeominations — UCC and NACCC — and 25% is used fo
local benevolences.

In recent years our congregation has experienceddiwshortfalls. Members affirm their desire teeliout
their faith as “a giving church” yet question theed to support two denominations with our curremdets.

Mission Mattersrecommendation is to restructure the process okeBaence giving. The goals of the new
plan include:

» Address our budget shortfall by lowering the petaga of pledged income currently being earmarked fo
benevolences, while exploring new avenues of fupéiin outreach and mission.

* Maintain and even increase our financial suppolbcédl mission.
Affirm our need for and participation in the Unit€hurch of Christ statewide, nationally and inté¢iozally.

Because of our congregation’s strong relationshtp the UCC, the task force recommends FCC contitsue
support of the UCC while gradually reducing supdmNACCC, realizing a savings of $12,500 a ye#his
reduction would change the % of pledged incoméérevolences to 12%, rather than the current 16%.

For local benevolences, a continuing funBartner Fund— will be established outside of the operatingdsud
et. Donations to/out of this fund will reflect tikengregation’s interest in supporting specificgueans, both
financially and with hours of personal service.

The recommendation to reduce the designation afgelé income for benevolence from 16% to 12% will be
voted on at the September 30 congregational meeting

The meeting was adjourned.

Susan Coghill, Church Clerk



First Congregational Church, Oshkosh, Wisconsin
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
September 30, 2012

The meeting of the congregation was called to oati¢he close of the worship service by Moderatoné\
Romond. There was a quorum present.

Purpose of the meeting was to consider the progasal theMission MattersTask Force regarding funding
for Benevolence.

Moderator Romond called on Ann Marshall, a memlii¢he task force, to read the motion before the-con
gregation:

First Congregational Church shall designate 12%pt#dged income for benevolence, mission and
outreach, with at least 20% of the benevolenceduade used for outreach in the local community,
to be distributed by the Benevolence Group.

On behalf of theMission MattersTask Force, Ann Marshall moved that the motioratlepted. Motion se-
conded and carried.

There being no further business, the meeting wpsiated.

Susan Coghill, Church Clerk



REPORT OF THE MODERATOR, MODERATOR ELECT, AND THE MINISTRY COUNCIL

We are blessed to be part of a church communitghvisi nurturing and welcoming to all. People comres
variety of reasons: friendship, support, educatsmtjal ministry, inspiring music, thoughtful antsiructive
sermons, and great co-pastors. Our community $ &nd foremost committed to living the example of
Christ as he lived, that is, with openness, lovd @mpassion.

Within the enclosed annual report you will find thgecifics which describe in some detail all therkgo
which members of our church community have perfariigés past year. As you read through, you wid se
that many people have given many hours to the tmynas this church. It demonstrates quite cledigt the
church is just a physical structure. It is thegleavho act in community who are our church.

Anne Romond
Moderator 2012-2013
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REPORT OF THE CHURCH CLERK

Members received by: Members lost by:
Confirmation 5 Death 9
Re-affirmation of Faith 5

10

TOTAL MEMBERSHIP — March 10, 2013: 449

Members received by Confirmation:
Noah Bossert
Jonathan Gibson
Jenna Janssen
Edie Trebon
Marty Trebon

Members received by Re-affirmation of Faith:
Jessica Clements
Mark Clements
Amanda Frank
Nate Frank

James Hoffman

Members lost by Death:
Anita Dahlke
Carol Ann Henkle
Leroy Hobart
Harry Koster
Marjorie McCallan
Bernice Montgomery
Joyce Narel
Joan Plummer

Donald Sullivan
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2012 TREASURER'’S REPORT

Treasurer’s Report

The 2013 budget is filled with good news and badse and, as always, it's only a matter of which yeant
to hear first! It's also a matter of how you loakthings. Both are very real observations abdére we are
and where we’re going. Hang on — in the interéstamsparency this report is long, but an easyg'rea

On the positive side, we did better in fiscal y2@t2 than we projected one year ago when we addpeed
budget for 2012. We projected we’d lose almost$d8, but we only lost about $24,000. That's goed/$
— we lost less — but it is bad news, too. Weeghey. Our pledges do not cover our expenses iotana
this ministry. We continue to struggle to balattee budget, even after we tap $20,000 in investimeoime
(this is planned as part of our annual budget —hersdbeen for many years — and is funded fromnit@me
on our sizable investment accounts) to supplenmentibnations we receive.

Another positive note is the fact we are projectirigss of only about $8,000 in 2013 — abouf’Bwhat

we actuallylost in 2012. Of course, you will note that thexgood and bad news here, too — it's signifigantl
smaller than the deficit last year, but it is dilloss. Given the careful management of thesasftimat our
staff and ministry groups normally exhibit, andehe fact we were conservative on the incomesptions
for 2013, we could well end up balancing the budiyethe end of the year. It is a distinct posgipil That
would be good news.

This news about the 2013 budget comes with soneepfimt. How in the world did we manage to redtoe
deficit by $16,000? Here are the highlights:

Perhaps the biggest change in our expenses is imeoevolent giving. After much discussion andypra
the congregation voted to reduce support to the 88@nd use our limited resources to support only
one denomination. This change accounts for ali$®$§00 of the expense savings. We still commit
12% of our entire budget to missions beyond ourahwalls — benevolent giving — including support
to the United Church of Christ.

Ralph and Carol have moved from the NACCC heabhiiance plan to the UCC plan for some minor
savings. We continue to pursue moving Sandiea¢dX@C plan.

In the Buildings and Grounds section of the budgetlid not plan to put operating money into a
“building fund”. In the past we budgeted for remyutepairs to the buildingluswe put $2,000 aside
in our “building savings fund” for unforeseen magxpenses. In times when we had excess money in
our operating budget this made sense. It provadedffer against the years when significant repairs
were due.

The theory behind the move to discontinue puttirigeay in a building fund is simply this: if we can’
balance our annual operating budget how can wedaffoput money in a savings account (building
fund)? We can't. Last year veid put $2,000 in the building fund and we ran a defiicthe operat-
ing budget. How did we pay for the deficit? Wehgrew money from our savings (investment) ac-
count. It just doesn’t work — and it doesn’t make sense in challenging financial times like these

12



As a side note, we already have $122,000 in fupdsiically designated for building care and impgov
ments, including the previously mentioned buildingd which stands at $24,000. If there is a catas-
trophe we have very good insurance. If a majodro@enes up the Ministry Council can (and has, in
the past) taken funds from our general reserveggiments, which are largely bequests to the church
and remainders from the years when our budget ahlag a surplus) to meet building needs. And
there is one more thing worth mentioning. Whenrhaee a building need people of this congregation
have been very generous in rising up to meet ted.n&he fact that we have discontinued putting
money in our building fund does not jeopardize loutlget or building at all.

We didn’t make any changes on the income sides&ele the deficit, in fact, we were conservative (bu
responsible) on what we projected for income. Hdapewe will surpass our best guesses as present-
ed in this document.

There is one more part of this story that shoultolee There’s one more reason we were able teeclo
the gap — and this is, by far, the biggest reas@mr.many years this church was blessed with aleoup
who had the wherewithal to give generously to suipih@ mission of this church. When | say
“generously” | mean in the range of $35,000 anyuallhey were quiet, unassuming people who were
fortunate enough to have been blessed with morad-they were always committed to using it to
make the world a better place — but never withaknhowledgment or fanfare. In fact, they specifi-
cally asked that their names not be mentioned wiey occasionally stopped by the office at the end
of the year and asked how much was needed to leathadudget. They went out of their way to
mask who the donor was when they bought a $104800 tractor for Pilgrim Center. They were
blessed — and they were committed to making s shared their blessings.

About 10 years ago they established the Triss Fumdney given to the church recognizing that some-
day they would not be with us anymore, and as acththere would be a big hole in the budget.
Given the fact this one family funded more than 1&%ur budget, their observation was accurate.
Once they were gone we’d be suffering “cold turkeyhe shock to the budget would have been dras-
tic.

The Triss Fund was specifically established to wesnoff their annual pledge after they were goNete
the past tense reference — their pledge endegldastupon the death of the second spouse.

Over the years the balance of the Triss Fund goeapproximately $126,000. We withdrew $21,000 in
2012 to make up the difference between what thelequiedged and what we actually received —
leaving a current balance of approximately $105,00Mat a gift this is to us — and what foresight
these humble salt-of-the-earth people had to I#@geas one of their many quiet legacies.

The Finance Committee recommended the following pdause these funds to wean us off this generous
annual pledge, though the quiet generosity offamsly will always be missed:

13



PROPOSED TRISS WITHDRAWLS

21,000.00

100% 35,000.00
80% 28,000.00
60% 21,000.00
40% 14,000.00
20% 7,000.00
TOTAL 126,000.00

| started this lengthy report warning the budgettamed both good news and bad news. The good isews
stories like the couple who had the love for therch, a commitment to share the blessings of tives, and
the foresight to give the congregation time to tipeand meet the challenge when once they were gone

The good news is that we can rise up to meet thberige. These two people aren’t the only two agnas
with a passion to generously share our resourthsy are not the only two who were blessed by stead
come and a good life. Their “numbers” may be dédfe and bigger than most of ours, but most cdnegich-
ly blessed — especially by the world’s standardsd-have much for which we can be grateful.

It is from this sense of blessing that we will ngeand meet this need — by prayerfully consideouagfinan-
cial commitment to sustaining and growing the niigisf this church, by telling others of our churahd in-
viting others to join our community, and by usihg talents we have been given to make this wobletir

place.

Respectfully Submitted,

o

Jeff Puhlmann-Becker
Treasurer

14

2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017



Page left intentionally blank

15



First Congregational Church Oshkosh
2013 Budget
Adopted March 14, 2013

2012 2012 2013
Actual Budget Budget
Contributions 255, 782 273,879 250, 000
Other Contributions 20,451 17,000 17,000
Plate Income L 143 5,000 5,000
Interest and Dividends 5,033 5,000 5,000
Rent 23530 2,000 2,000
Miscellaneous -333 0 0
TOTAL INCOME 288 466 302 875 279,000
Perscnnel Compensation 234 112 245,765 235 466
Admin and Office Expenses 13 803 13,800 12 663
Building Operations and Utilities 40,176 42 200 40,200
Fellowship Ministry Group Ba5 975 1,200
Finance Ministry Group 235 435 184
Buildings and Grounds Mainenance 7,365 4, 000 4 D0
Personnel Ministry Group 130 i o
Church Sdhool Ministry Group 2582 4,606 3,625
Youth Ministry Group 1,027 1,000 1,250
Adult Ministry Group 348 750 750
Benevolence 43 B21 43 821 34,200
Music Ministry Group 775 300 625
Anpel Choir 210 230 200
Handbell Choir 66 200 Lh
General Music Expenses 2 836 2,160 2,355
Worship Ministry Group 3,353 2,575 2,445
Ministry Coundil 95 750 900
Mew Member Ministry Group 1,058 2 200 910
Sodal Justice Ministry Group 250 L0 250
Stephen Ministry 1,732
TOTAL EXPEMSE 353,178
BALAMNCE -6, 712
TRAMNSFER FROM DACF - OPERATING 20,000 20,000 20,000
TRAMNSFER FROM TRIZS FUND 21,000 0

TOTAL 126,000.00
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

BALANCE SHEET STATEMENT
Fizcal Year 2012

ASBETS
Total Cash & Money Markais 67, 317.50
Cument Recevables -
Prepaid Insurance & Expenses -
Mutual Funds 411,230 .47
DA F Geneer al Fusmsd 506, 90435
IDWC F Enecbivanmend Fund I7, ATS5
DAL F hMarnguan Maintenancs Fund 27, 136.74
DT F htanser Memaodial Fund 68, E6 B4
DAL F Triss Fusnsd 13,051 98
OO Ol N gt Bk Do esbes M Resdiid 1, S5
TOTAL ASSETS 1,237,305.32
LIABILITIESICGAPITAL FUNDS
Curmend Lisbdites o, 804 .51
iChasreh A pysare] Fund {2,014 45)
i e ie Ressnve Fund 25, 17649
Memorisl 12,358 21
Mew Century Fund 151, 108 40
Unsiesignated Reserve Fund 215, 106,42
DAL F Gesneeral Fusnd 499, 19537
DT F General Fund Interest Income T, 78498
DAL F Enddaswnment Fuand 25,1452
DB F Endawment nber et | noorme 1,005.03
DAL F Triss Fusnd L, a0 e
DAL F Triss Fund Interest income aB,05158
DAL F e nser e al Fund 56, 543.69
DAL F Manser hMarmo sl Interss Income 2, 28315
DAL Marcuart Maint. Fumnd %, 7675
DT F Mangeant Maint. interest | nbome: 5959
vt ennnd ol Cedebration Furd ~
Kitchen Fund 12, 999.00
Current Surplus (Deficit) (76,450 72)

TOTAL LIABIL ITESCAPITAL FUNDS 1,237 30532
ey
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REPORT OF THE WORSHIP MINISTRY GROUP(2012)

2012 was a very uneventful year for the WorshipiMig Group which definitely positive. It indicateall is going
well!!

We are blessed to have all of our committee memivens 2012 volunteer to continue on for 2013. Weehhad
very good attendance the past year from all mendnmtshave had some very insightful discussions.

We will continue to schedule meetings based om#ezls that Ralph and Carol have for our input. il\gais will
probably be 9-10 meetings per year on Wednesdayireye Thursday night services will continue uRdlph &
Carol decide they are not beneficial.

We are very pleased with the suggestions made IphRend Carol and by the creativity they have digptd in the
diversification they present in worship servic&nce the feedback from the congregation has begnpositive we
will continue to proceed in the same direction.

Dave Elbing, Facilitator

MUSIC MINISTRY ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2012

The purpose of the Music Ministry Group is to ehribe music ministry of the church by supporting owsic staff
and thinking creatively about how music can be péathe life of the church. This work includes piely in recruit-
ment of volunteers for the various music groupskilog into musical instrument updates and acquoisitiand ex-
pressing appreciation to the many volunteers thaitenup the music groups. In addition we providastwctive
feedback, help manage the music budget, help spansbprovide support for musical events and fillsi staff va-
cancies when needed.

This has been a busy year for the music ministoygr The completion of the Anniversary Celebratioth its many

different musical offerings was a wonderful succeag are deeply grateful to the Anniversary Corterifor includ-

ing the importance of music in the history of tbmgregation.

Because we have so many requests to hold conecefteaital performances in our sanctuary, we deezlea policy

to help monitor the building usage and recover sofitbe expenses related to those events. Theypodis been put
in place and is finally working well.

With funds that the Music Ministry has receivednfreeveral bequests, for which we are very appieejave have
been able to maintain the instruments (organ, peatbbells). We were also able to purchase arretec keyboard
that will be placed in the Angel Choir rehearsalmy and because it is portable, we will be ablad®e it in different
rooms of the building when we have events thatirequusical accompaniment and performance.

We are pleased to have such talented musiciarmaimé Peterson, Christina Conn and Patrick Meyetteank them
for their willingness to share their musical takemtith us. They are truly gifted and serve ourgregation with
warmth and devotion. We are especially appre@ativthe leadership that Joanne provides as the dfestaff for the
music program. We are sincerely grateful to Pasfarol and Ralph for their direction, love andpnp of our music
program.

We are, also, very grateful for the volunteers wifffer their time and talents to the music ministfythe church.
There are very few other groups in the church ¢batmit so much time and hard work to sharing wli congrega-
tion the gifts that God has given them. They #ira blessing.

Finally, | would like to thank the Music Ministrydnmittee for their devotion and concern for thisistry. With
their knowledge and guidance | believe we have @ne finest music programs in Oshkosh and mayea ebe-
yond.

Proudly submitted,

Cathleen Starck Wille
Music Ministry Facilitator
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REPORT OF THE NURTURE MINISTRIES COORDINATOR

Nurture Ministries at First Congregational Churdlrrently encompasses the following ministries o th
church: Stephen Ministry; Visitation Ministry; Fl@w Delivery Ministry; Meal Delivery Ministry; Praye
Shawl and Pillow Ministry; Prayer Circle and Fellsmp Ministry. The Nurture Ministries Coordinatmrmo-
vides staff support to these caring ministries.e TQoordinator provides staff support to the Felloywsvin-
istry Group.

Stephen Ministry and Visitation Ministry are coardied directly by the Nurture Ministries Coordinat®e-
ferrals to these ministries most often come fronpastors, Carol and Ralph, with the Nurture MinestrCo-
ordinator making the determination which ministryght be the best fit for the individual who hasecar
needs. The Nurture Ministries Coordinator is resuale for matching the persons serving in thesastmy
areas with the individual needing care.

Stephen Ministry

Stephen Ministry had been led by Ginnie Shererkelschlager and Cynthia Thorg&vanaugh. In
April, 2012, Sue Coghill completed the week-long@ten Ministry Leader Training in St. Louis, so $as
now joined the leadership team at FCC. The leadeles is to provide training and egoing education for
this ministry. They also lead the monthly Suppaston group. Supportivision is a peer supervisapport
group that provides support and oversight to thiegelved in this lay ministry program. Supportigs is a
vital and key component to this ministry as it pd@s Stephen Ministers with regular peer and leadpport
to help the Stephen Minister grow in their ministoytheir care receiver. This helps to ensure tha¢ re-
ceivers are given the best possible care whilegyaating in this ministry.

During 2012, there were 10 ministers that providace to 10 individuals. Two Stephen Ministers hkefe

the ministry during 2012. Six matches with careereers came to a close during 2012. Three ofethes
matches ended because of the care receiver passgdtavo matches ended upon mutual agreement of the
Stephen Minister and care receiver; and one matdecewhen the Stephen Minister was no longer able t
serve in Stephen Ministry.

Stephen Ministers meet one-on-one with their caceivers for approximately 1 hour per week. This led
to hundreds of hours of lay ministry care beingvpied over the past year. It is hoped that inyeéer ahead
more individuals will be matched with the 4 Stephinisters who are ready to provide care.

Stephen Ministry also provides a series of bool®uiagrieving to those that been affected by lo$ss Ts a
series of 4 books that are provided to a person thvecourse of a year. In 2012, 3 individualsevexcipi-
ents of this series.

Visitation Ministry

Visitation Ministry has been a vital ministry tooe homebound members of FCC. Volunteers arereskig
one person to visit on a monthly basis. Over thst year, 10 individuals have been making visitd Wi
homebound people.
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Flower Delivery Ministry

Giving of altar flowers has been encouraged inpidist year by putting a sign-up sheet in the narthi®eople
who give flowers make a decision whether the fleweill be delivered to someone or taken by the qrers
providing the flowers. Volunteers in the Flowerlidery Ministry group deliver Sunday’s altar flovgeto
people who are unable to attend worship serviasyvering from hospitalization or have experieneed
loss. Currently there are 8 people who assistelivering flowers. In 2012, 36 flower arrangensentere
delivered to 20 individuals. Rebecca Robe coorém#te schedule for this ministry.

Meal Ministry

Meal Ministry is coordinated by three volunteersnfrthe congregation: Andrea Schneider, Jodi Branod,
Sue Coghill. Each coordinator takes lead respdngibbr a two month period of time. Their rols to ar-
range for people to deliver meals to those thatitkem. Meals are offered to people followingpitaiza-
tion, illness, injury or a loss in their familyt Has become more uncommon that the offer of mealscept-
ed, but by those who do accept the offer it is verch appreciated. There are 30 volunteers thatea
called by the coordinators to prepare meals forda@livery. During 2012, 14 meals were provided to
families in the church.

Prayer Shawl and Pillow Ministry

Pray Shawl and Pillow Ministry is coordinated byeStoghill. Volunteers in this ministry make shaatsl
pillows that can be delivered to people who arerdtovering from surgery or are homebound. Tlhieses
are distributed primarily by Carol and Ralph durpastoral care visits. In 2013, we hope to grow thinis-
try by recruiting more people who can make shawts lap quilts. In 2012, 2 people received shawlap
quilts.

Prayer Circle

The prayer circle allows those with the gift ofargession to serve others at FCC by praying foceors that
are submitted. Prayers are listed on a passwaoteégied website that members of the pray circlesstrom
their home computers. Evelyn Bowerman provides adioation for this ministry. She edits the website
formation for the circle and sends emails to memlwérthe pray circle when new prayer requests dde a
ed. Currently 20 people participate in raisingeoth concerns in prayer via the pray circle. Ewedyso initi-
ates phone calls to those who are made aware ptregaests by phone so that people who do not aee
net access can also participate in the PrayereCircl

Ginnie Sherer
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REPORT OF FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY GROUP

The Fellowship Ministry Group’s purpose is to sugifms the fellowship of the congregation.

In the past year, the Fellowship MG planned Hangihdpe Greens which was then done a bit diffeyentl
than in previous years. This year, pew boughs \@aesembled on the Saturday prior to Hanging of the
Greens on Sunday, 12/9/12. Wreaths were hungeifrant doors on Saturday; garland was strung on
the organ case and around the center doors indfteex. The large Christmas tree was placed in the
Chancel and a tree was set up for the hangingeotCtirismons. During the worship service, the pew
boughs were hung, Chrismons were hung on the tcbddren helped to hang wreaths on the doors in
the sanctuary. Hanging the greens during the vipisdrvice allowed many people to participate ia th
decorating, many who would not have helped otherwik also allowed the congregation to hear about
the significance of various symbols during the agrsservice.

Easter Breakfast was also sponsored by Fellowshisiy Group and the Mission Trip Team on
4/4/12. Proceeds from the breakfast were givehéadviission Trip Team. This event served about 125
people. Members of Fellowship MG and several atipeovided breakfast casseroles. Suz Heft helped
in the kitchen.

Fellowship Ministry Group continues to coordinatests for the weekly Coffee Hour following worship
services. We have attempted to streamline tharigpef Coffee Hour by having the Sunday custodian
make the coffee and put out the cookies that aseiged through Fellowship MG. The lounge is ar-
ranged for seating prior to Sunday, so the hostpomsibilities are limited to making punch; gregtin
people, and clean-up. Coffee Hour continues tavék attended and seems to serve a meaningful pur-
pose to support connections between people folipwiarship services. Continuing to recruit hosts fo
Coffee Hour remains a focus.

Over the past year, the Fellowship Ministry Growgs Istruggled with understanding what Fellowship
means in the life of the church today and how peophke connections within the church. Some of the
activities that were planned by Fellowship Minisimthe past, no longer are of interest today. s Taiu-
pled with waning interest in people coming forwéodchelp with planned activities has contributedato
need to take a step back over the next year akdnhmoe carefully at some questions: “What Felloywsh
means today in the life of the church?” and “How ézllowship Ministry Group support connections
for people in the church in activities that are megful?”. Thus, the work of this group over thexh
year will be devoted to recruiting of hosts for t@ef Hour. This will be done by Karen Bowen and-Gin
nie Sherer. Church leadership will help with gaitige some targeted focus groups to help discernt wha
will aid people in establishing connections/relagbips and, hopefully, lead us to understandingtwha
Fellowship means at FCC today.

We would like to sincerely thank everyone who hafpéd with our activities. Clearly, fellowship re-
mains important to the First Congregational family.
Ginnie Sherer
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2012 REPORT OF THE BENEVOLENCE MINISTRY GROUP

Members. Vicki Drabandt, Len Herricks, Ann Marshall, JoNithols and staff liaison Ralph DiBiasio-
Snyder

This group determines where to donate allocatedcbhiunds in the broader community and the worlid.
also selects the projects, agencies, and orgamizatd receive our “special offerings”. The comgt#on

decided many years ago to designate 16% of pledgeune for charitable giving. FCC has historicddgen
and continues to be a caring, giving church. Tk&r the congregation voted to make some changaswn
charitable dollars will be processed in 2013, bu2012 the distribution of outreach dollars wasdbed as in
the past.

Part of the benevolence money is used in suppdieofwo denominations to which FCC belongs: th&-Un
ed Church of Christ and the National AssociatioitCohgregational Christian Churches. Both orgaronat
offer many services to their member churches ampg@t national and international missions and desas
relief efforts. Part of the money designated Fer NACCC is earmarked for mission work. $5,700 sexst
to our “friends” the Mazahua Mission in Mexico wheve have gone on several mission trips.

In 2012 we continued to support the Family Servigkeblortheast Wisconsin’s Parent Connection program
with $2000 (the final payment of a 3 year grant) 2,000 to the Red Cross Bridges prograffi gayment

of a 3year grant).

Special Offerings:

Easter offering of $1,700 went to One Great Houslo&ring

Thanksgiving offering of $861 went to the Samari@ounseling Center
Christmas offering of $623 was donated to the Id¢atld Relief Organization

Locally, financial support was also given to:

- Back to School Fair $500

+ FCC sponsored refugee family $450
« Assisted an FCC youth in Lego League $100
- Day-By-Day Warming Shelter $3000
« Tri-County Community Dental Clinic $1400
« Samaritan Counseling Center $500
« Ministers’ Emergency Discretionary Fund $1000

Thank you for your generous giving. We would apf@e your suggestions of local services or agsncie
that would benefit from FCC benevolence dollars.

Ann Marshall, Facilitator
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REPORT OF SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY GROUP 2012-2013

The Social Justice Ministry Group was founded ity & 2010 to help replace the Social Concerns Bimi
Group that had been founded in 2005. Lots of efi@nt into this year's Social Justice proceedings.

Two activities dominated the volunteer time spenttis year's members: the Myanmar resettlemedetin
taking and the Community Gardens plot.

Several members spent countless hours helpinguhe Gem family from Myanmar get settled in Oshkosh
and get acclimated to life in the United StategfoBe the family arrived, after the family flew o Appleton

on May 4, 2012, to the hour of their departureDadlas on January 20, 2013, members were actiwen E
after the family left, members stayed involvedenatling to several post-departure details. Durmggeight
months the family stayed in Oshkosh, SJ membepebekith the apartment, worked with local agenocies

a variety of subjects, tended to the family’'s edwrel and medical needs, encouraged the parenikmo,
weed and harvest a garden, transported membesasitwms venues, and helped look for jobs.

The Community Gardens plot at the Winnebago Cotxtension site off Sherman Road took an unusual
amount of time. Because of an extremely dry summembers carted 40 gallons of water daily to thae g
den, ensuring a harvest that found its way to tekkOsh Area Community Food Pantry. Members also as
sisted the Tum Cem family with their plot, locateihin the FCC area.

Members helped out with the Christmas in July ahd€tmas Teen Gift projects, the October CROP Walk,
Servapalooza, Habitat ReStore, the Oaklawn Scledetandum, Race Unity Day, Friends of Austin meet-
ings, the Chester Marcol Suicide Awareness Walk thedalternative Martin Luther King Jr. celebratiain
First Presbyterian Church.

Most meetings began with a speaker (on a sociat@ssue), a discussion of activities the groapld un-
dertake, and a to-do list for the next month. Amtre speakers participating were Fran Caruandngo
Goff of the Oshkosh Area Public Schools (ESL issudane Ruby (Court Towers renovation and reloca-
tion), Julie Dumke and Rick Leib (Oshkosh North’®n@nunities), Stephanie Gyldenvand, Lawrence
Stahowiak, and Bridget Weber (Oshkosh food co-opgmbers of the Oaklawn Referendum team, Joe
Wiedenmeier of PFLAG, Amber McCord, “Growing SeeaxfsChange” Oshkosh Urban Community Gar-
den, and Michell Pascarella and Emily Wolter of thang Healthy Community Clinic.

The group also viewed The Line, a Sojourners DV&t thas very powerful in its depiction of povertydan
the federal poverty line. Several segments showednipact of poverty on people working two jobs atild
falling below the line, people whose life circumstas left them feeling meaningless, former affluedivid-
uals facing joblessness for the first time, andspills that put fishermen out of work. The DVDasgailable
in the church office.

Members of the group were Paula Allen, John ane J@man, Ron and Jody Harrell, Dorry Wilner, Amy
Smith, Ted Balser, Mary Burns, Brian Tokopf, Tinafléman and Ralph and Carol Dibiasio-Snyder. Ron
served as chairperson and Jody was the secredany.was the group's Ministry Council representative

Ron Harrell, Chair
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NEW MEMBER DEVELOPMENT MINISTRY GROUP

During the past year, the New Member Developmemtidtty Group took on and accomplished several pro-
jects in an effort to grow the church membershig dre community’s awareness of our existence. #oello
ing are some of the more significant things wettdidughout the year:

We created FCC t-shirts that featured the wordctlesing the various words people have used to itbescr
FCC. These t-shirts come in a variety of sizesanedoffered for sale in the church office and aftership
on various Sundays. They're a great way to helpapthe word about FCC and what we have to offew- P
ple are encouraged to purchase one or some ithiaesn’t already.

The Welcome Center in the narthex was completalgmne this past year. It now features a large sttagen
TV that has scrolling messages about things gomgtoFCC, meeting places for various events, ete. R
sponse to the changes has been positive. New lgtgnici the area has also been a project this yeet.
Thanks to Ralph and administrative assistant Cgrithint for their efforts in making this possibleddeep-
ing it updated.

We continued with our project of placing membepioh the web site and in the weekly Member Bridge t
help existing members get to know each other hditéralso to let the community know who goes tcCi-C
and why.

We continued to submit articles to the Oshkosh Neestern Community Newsroom. This year the articles
included ones highlighting special services FCC talgling, First Tuesdays, Newcomer Classes, ared a r
minder to the community about the weeknight worgepvice. Lifelong Learning presentations that rhigh
be of interest to the general community-at-largefenalso featured in these articles. These noartistes
appear both online and in hard copy format andlasggned to draw people’s interest to FCC.

New member classes were split into two categohisspast year: Ready to Join classes, designeukefoule
who had been attending FCC for a little while aretevready to become members; and LAF (Learn about
FCC) classes, designed for people who had heardt &0C and wanted to learn more. In both classes,
shacks and beverages were served in an invitingsgthere and people heard a short history of thecbhhu
and learned from others what makes the church alptcihem. A short tour of the building was alde o
fered. For those who were ready to join an invgntdrtheir talents and interests was taken to loeler-
mine where they might be able to serve the churaht of the presentations for both groups is beurgon
DVD so it will be a little more interactive for fute attendees.

We continued to recognize and emphasize the impoetaf creating a warm, welcoming and hospitable at
mosphere for both our current members and guesis.ad members are encouraged to invite family mem-
bers or friends to come worship with them, helgimgpread the word about our exciting and uniqueath
community.

Submitted by: Cheryl Hentz
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ESTHER Core Team

ESTHER [Empowerment-Solidarity-Truth-Honor-EqualRgform] is a grassroots, interfaith, social justorganiza-
tion working in the greater Fox Valley area. The@Core Group and Oshkosh ESTHER work independestly
well as with the larger group on various state lacdl social justice issues.

In 2011 the Day by Day Warming Shelter was opengd the help of Oshkosh ESTHER and the passioniwh T
Haffeman. It continues serving an ever-increasingber of homeless in the community.

In 2012 FCC and Oshkosh groups have been workitigathers locally and on the state level with thex115 Safer,
Healthier Communities Prison Reform Campaign. Whsm has more than 22,000 people incarceratece than
twice as many as Minnesota with only 9,000. Thal g@to decrease the incarcerated population 10001by 2015.
On March 18 members of all groups traveled to Madison to métt legislators to bring attention to this issue.

Oshkosh ESTHER for some time has been working paued the local celebration of Martin Luther KingyDiay
making it affordable so more people can participAéorking with the University of Oshkosh in 201Be group was
able to add a free event to the UW-O dinner whiab & fee. The first event in January, 2013, whsge success
with an inspiring evening of speakers, dance andienuThe groups will continue to work to expand gwvent for
2014.

Anyone interested in working on social justice &sis welcome to join us.

FCC ESTHER Core Group
Pat Blades Tina Haffeman BrianTokoph Dorry Wilne

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS MINISTRY GROUP
2012 Annual Report
NO REPORT AVAILABLE AT TIME OF PRINTING.
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FINANCE MINISTRY GROUP REPORT

The purpose of the Finance Ministry Group is torsge the Church's finances, to report the finatees
the Ministry Council and the Congregation, and deise the Ministry Council and Congregation on in-
come, expenses and budgé&lynthia Hunt, Office Administrator, and Jeff PuhimaBecker, Treasurer,
are both a great help in seeing that accurate brad records are keptNew financial software has im-
proved the efficiency of record keeping and opened possibilities.Finance has worked to see that re-
ports most clearly reflect both the current incoamel expenses, but also of total assé&sdiscussion of
the similarities and differences of church finanaes business finances is one way the group useu-to
prove the reports

John Oman

REPORT OF THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE

The Financial Stewardship Committee used a verykeyapproach to estimates of giving for 20T3is ap-
proach had mixed result€orrine Saidla, Jeff Puhimann-Becker and PastopliRBiBiasio-Snyder all need to
be thanked for their efforts in this area.

John Oman.
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REPORT OF THE PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

The Personnel Committee may have one of the egsiesin the church — advocating for and supporting
staffl We are blessed with a group of people whiodogreat energy and passion to our common W&
also benefit from the longevity in our staff's waaknong us — this brings stability and a commorovi$o
our ministry and programs, but also means we’respending a lot of time interviewing, hiring, amdihing
new staff members.

Having said that, we did hire two employees overlést 12 months:

Jim Friedrich started his work with us in Novembgétlast year, and has done an excellent job setitin
and understanding the needs and schedules of tine gnaups that use this facility.

Jonathan Gibson started as our Sunday custodiadulys He quickly fit into the Sunday routine to
make the church ready and welcoming on Sunday mgsni

Many would say that the church isn’t the pastot,itisithe peoplewho make the community of faith. Peo-
ple who say this are right, it's not the pastotha staff that “makes the church”, and it's us!'t Baw fortu-
nate we are to have this staff — these wondergiftgd people — ministering with and among us agather
in this Christian Community in this place and time!

Howard Blades, Lurton Blassingame, Cyndi DeVod, Bahimann-Becker, Facilitator, Cynthia Thorpe-
Kavanaugh

REPORT ON THE USE OF THE BUILDING

During 2012 a host of activities and groups haviezat the First Congregational Church. These asdally
broken down into 4 groups below.

Music groups

Various Recitals, including the Centennial Celebret, Andrew Armstrong Concert, Sara Kind Recitan-
kopfeldt recital, Lasecki/King piano duo, Joyce Aaws Vocal Students, Suziki recital, Oshkosh N&@tn-
cert, UWO- Chamber Ensemble, Heid Music, Grine-gidRecitals , Peterson/Pung concert as well assb Fi
Tuesday concerts and luncheons.

Civic activities:

PFLAG, World Relief and Resettlement meetings, @akl Referendum Meeting, ESTHER of Oshkosh, Day
by Day Warming Shelter Board meetings, Take BaekNight meetings, League of Women Voters, PEO,
William Waters event, ¥2 Marathon Pasta dinner suppmpAdvocap and CP, Christine Ann Center Chrisgma

Gift Program. Senior Center Spanish Classes. GSfdgtence. NEA Executive Committee.

Special Interest Activities:
Oshkosh Photoshop users, Tai Chi Classes, UWO-#temht Girl Scouts,

Other Religious activities:
Emmaus Ecumenical Catholic Community, the ZEN Bwad@noup. Interfaith Thanksgiving Eve reception.

The building has also hosted a number of congreigatiember’s personal events from baby showersrtio-bi
day parties.

Cynthia Hunt
Office Administrator

27



ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2012 OF THE ADULT EDUCATION MINIS TRY GROUP — SUBMITTED
JANUARY 31, 2013

Members: Bethany Jorenby, Cheryl Hentz, David dpWal Williams, Nick Schneider, and Jim Paulson.
Co-Facilitators: Bethany Jorenby and Cheryl Hentz
Staff Liaison: Sandie Miller-Schreiter

We met several times over the summer and earlydakview our mission statement and consider how o
mission can better help the church meet its minigtrals. With that in mind, we put together manyedse
programs for the year, several of which were wi#raded and had nice compliments paid about them.

We also had a lot of nice comments about the Prnodeaiides that we started doing last year, with feeop
saying they found them useful and liked having mglete list and description of upcoming Sunday rirayn
Lifelong Learning programs all in one place so tlweyld plan ahead. We also continued announcing our
Sunday morning programs, Tuesday Night Spiritualigcussions and other miscellaneous activitiethén
bulletins, Member Bridge, Tidings and on the web.si

We continued videotaping our Sunday morning predemts and putting them on the web for people who
can't attend them or for non-members visiting oebvsite. This was originally a request last yeamfisome

of the people who sang in the choir or taught Cini8chool and couldn’t necessarily attend the sesSio
person. While we haven't heard directly from theve, hope this continues to be a benefit to them vi&let

to thank Joe Wiedenmeier for all his assistanageiting these sessions uploaded to the Internés. added
service would not be possible without him.

While our programming and events are geared mavartb FCC members there are also some that are of in
terest to the general public. So, when those ewbatsmight generate more widespread interest wehned-
uled, we placed announcements in the Oshkosh Nestienn to bring in people from outside the chuifidtis

is something the New Member Development Ministrg@r was happy about, too.

For the third year, we continued to offer a weekhigpportunity for ongoing learning and spirituglited by
Bethany Jorenby. The Tuesday Night Spiritualityddssion Group is generally attended by 7-12 pedea
reminder to folks, every session is designed tetbad-alone, so if someone misses a week or jdies a
session has already started, there is nothingh@ntto really catch up on and they can easilyijpivWwe meet
at 7pm Tuesday evenings at church and welcome anybo wishes to broaden their minds about spirtgual
and what it really means to them.

Finally, we are always open to and welcome suggeston possible topics for upcoming sessions —lvelnet
for Sunday morning Lifelong Learning, Tuesday Nipirituality, or some other special presentatibgou
have any ideas, please contact one of the faoilgair our staff liaison, Sandie Miller-Schreiter.

Respectfully submitted,

Cheryl Hentz
Adult Education Ministry Group Co-Facilitator
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REPORT OF THE YOUTH MINISTRY GROUP

"Small but Mighty" is what Sandie Miller Schreitealled us from the beginning. Stacey Otto, Mary-Her
ricks, and Phyllis Thompson accepted nominationshfe Youth Ministry Group.

Meeting monthly, we planned activities for mid@dled high school students outside of the Confirnmatio
class, mission trip, and education.

From the beginning we focused on offering meanihgictivities, hoping for a connectedness among
youth members of FCC. Our first attempt was t@o#n overnight "lock in" just before school stdrté
was our intent to have those attending to brainstideas for service and activities they'd likéecgd
throughout the year. With only one eighth grademfi=CC and two of her friends participating, we $élort

of our goal for the gathering but did have a gtaé with those that attended.

We offered other activities on Sundays after chutiehdieing - one middle school and two grade stlstu-
dents participated; glass fusion workshop was tlhstrhighly attended with 10. A fun "minute to witfi i
game brought several youth. Wrapping gifts for @teistine Ann Center involved a good number & th
confirmation students.

As we evaluated our efforts we decided to sendraeguto parents asking them what they want their
church to provide for their middle and high schstldents. This survey will be ready for discusdefore
the next Youth Ministry group meets for the finrsh¢. We nominated several for the Youth Ministrgup
including students who we hope will be advisory rhers. Stacey Otto and Mary Herricks will remain on
the committee.

Submitted by Phyllis Thompson
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REPORT OF THE CHURCH SCHOOL MINISTRY GROUP

Members: Lorie Hadel, McKenna Hadel, Amanda Hamin&hris Hammond, Val Williams, and Corinne
Saidla.

The Church School Ministry Group began preparatifam the 20112012 church school year by recruiting
teachers. Group members made personal phone ecallsténtial teachers and shepherds. Volunteerthéor
"Kid Vid" series during the summer and childcareavalso recruited.

We didn't offer Vacation Bible School this yearchese Sandie Miller-Schreiter was on Sabbatical.

Sandie found a “new” program to use during the ‘tRe® Worship” program to get the children who dx n
stay during the sermon portion of the service nreay to stay in the church service. The childxed
adults are getting use to the new program.

The rotation format continues to be used for sttslen second through sixth grade. The preschootiek-
garten/first grade, middle school and high schawitioue the classroom approach. The same topics we
used for the rotations as they were for the worskipices. This seems to have been a good format.

The group continues to review Middle School curdten for the 20112012 year. The group is looking for
curriculum that is a good match theologically asdiser friendly.

The group assisted with the organization of thedihas Pageant i.e.: checking costumes in andasaist-
ing children with getting ready for the pageant.

The group did some revamping of the Church Schomins by using cloth and other materials to make th
rooms more inviting to the children.

The group continues to schedule Toy Washes. Tdas, we have been washing the toys one day and then
letting them air dry and putting them away a déf@rday mostly Sunday mornings. This system sderhe
working well.

The group continues to work on incorporating th@yHConversations of encouraging and sharing into o
ministry.

Corinne Saidla
Church School Ministry Group

30



CHURCH LIBRARY REPORT

We were all saddened with the passing of Carol lenkho did so much for the church in general grel s
cifically for the church library. Personally she smhie one who taught me so much about library sei@amd
life.

| would like to introduce the new librarian: Jeaméhch. She has only been a member of this church fo
year and is already bringing her special gifts teere they are needed most. So far she has fixednmignt
computer and is helping process in books at respegd. She will be doing much of the work of tranhg
the card catalog to the new computer.

Please be patient with us as we transfer the catalog. There may be times that the card catalowis
available. Feel free to ask for help. Until we h&remsferred the catalog, we ask to hold your donat

So far we have moved some older videos to arclawesthe rest of the videos, CDs and DVDs to theewid
rack by the computer. Our children’s books in salveategories are now in the bookcase under thengmo
quilt.

Because of the time required to transfer books vilebe weeding books in all categories. If there atder
books that you think should stay in the libraryeck them out.

We will be sending out overdue notices by e-mad jfear.

We have processed in 5,000 items in our librargrdkie years, although that does include itemstiaaé
been withdrawn. Support the library be checkingksomut and returning over due books.

Joyce Frohn

REORT OF THE MEMORIAL COMMITTEE - 2012

Members: Dixie Laehn, Ann Marshall, Deanie Minmjédaria Talin and Dorothy Unger

Friends and family members often give a monetatftytgithe church in memory of a loved one. Theiis g
are put into a memorial fund account and the maseysed to meet needs of the church that fall dettie

operations budget. When appropriate, the familyoissulted when use of their relative’s memorighasng

considered. Usually the money goes toward projbetiswill pay a lasting tribute.

2012 was a relatively quiet year for the Memoriah@nittee. Only one request for funds to be usedhe
church came to the committee’s attention. Whathees noticed in the past couple of years is thaesfam-
ilies designate immediately what they wish donéhwite money donated in memory of their loved oRer
example, they may request that the money go ttkitehen renovation fund”, to the music program tothe
library, etc. That money may pass through Memsyibalut because it is clear where the final donasao
go, the money is transferred out of Memorials ®dppropriate account. The committee is not yet guhis
Is a trend, but will continue to monitor that pdsigy in the next year or two

As of the end of 2012 there was over $12,350 in brads. The committee always welcomes suggestions
for use of memorial monies. Contact any membdhefcommittee and your proposal will receive prompt
consideration.

Ann Marshall
31



WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP REPORT 2012
WOMEN'S FEDWSHIP REPORT APRIL 2012-2013

To demonstrate to our compassion for the membetdreends of FCC, Women's Fellowship has used thei
funds to send cards and flowers for many eventsy bappy and sad. This past year we have senteainet
sympathy cards, twenty-four get well cards, eletrénking of you cards, one fGanniversary card, and four
new baby cards. We have sent flower bouquets tobreesrstaying in the hospital. This year a totatlefren
bouquets were sent. Altar flowers were given twicememory of Adaline Choate.

A very special member of our board, Carol Ann Hendied this year. Carol always kept us on oasishe
remembered every detail and date. She will belgesjzsed. In her memory, we have made a donation
the matching kitchen fund.

Every year the board gives money for a scholarghifne Women's Retreat. This is a great oppostuoit
women of all ages to participate in. Women neetke time for themselves and we try to help ia fmall
monetary way.

In the past the committee has hosted fellowship lsoly once a year, but due to the plea for exalp hve
hosted three times. Since we are a fellowship growe felt it was necessary for us to host mora tae
time per year. After church is a great time fotagnjoy each other's company.

Our big project for the year was raising moneytfee matching kitchen fund. During the spring olanp
sale raised $958.00. The entire year was a fusdrraalled “That's My Pan”. The final total fratmat pro-
ject is $1200.00. Thank you to the entire board Whlped one way or another to make these projemts.
At the time of this report, the matching kitchemduhad a total of $25,144.00. This is a combirdal from
the church account and the Oshkosh Foundation atc@le are half way to our goal! The board alsn-co
tributed six new non-breakable water pitchers ® klichen. (The metal pitchers desperately ne¢odze
replaced).

We do not just serve our members and our churchtheucommunity as well. Women's Fellowship gave
money to the reading specialists in the Oshkosmehary school system. We gave $50.00 to eacheof t
specialists at the fifteen elementary schools. yMere to spend it on books as they saw fit. Tinsey did
not belong to the school system. If they chosgite the books to a child or keep it in their lityrdt was up

to them. The teachers were ecstatic with this dppdy. Church member Lorie Yaste-Zajicek helpesd
distribute the money, since she is the readingialigcat Webster Stanley Elementary.

Last on the report is the addition of two fabuloesv board members: Chris Dempsey and Jody Haved.
are very lucky to have such talented and energgties join our board.

Karen Zentner LaBorde
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Conference Minister Annual Report 2012

Grace and peace to you in the spirit of Christis iy privilege to bring this report of the mimisthat we
share together as the congregations of the Uniteatdd of Christ in Wisconsin.

This will be my final annual report, and | will nsishese chances, along with many others, to beucht
with our churches. It has been a joy and a delidhwill retire in July 2013, concluding my thitérm as
Conference Minister and 25 years on the staff efGonference.

Ecumenical Partnerships 2012 began with our Board chair, Steve Hirby amcveling to the Synod of
the Evangelical Church in the Rhineland to compth&esigning of a new partnership agreement wiéh th
EKIR. We were hosted with gracious hospitalityd ame were delighted that much of the Synod meeting
had a theme of “God is Still Speaking”, honoring lCC/German relationships. From the western pfart
Germany, we visited our partners in the easterngddhe country, Berlin, Reichenbach, and Goerlitz

In June we hosted the Bishop of the Church of BeBliandenburg, Schlesische-Oberlausitz along with a
group of church officials. In July two youth froReichenbach visited, spending time with our youttha
National Youth Event and then were guests of Moeadh Camp for the remainder of the summer. In Oc-
tober a group of 16 pastors came from the Rhinefan& seminar in “Confession of Faith in a Secular
Age” at Pilgrim Center. Our Wisconsin ConferefiG®spellers” choir, coordinated by Fritz West, tedr
Germany and Poland in the summer, building frieqmshnd partnerships around the gift of music.

Our Honduran Partnership continues to sponsor twmehbuilding trips per year.

Youth Ministry The National Youth Event of the United Church ofr€hwas held at Purdue University.
3000 people attended for worship, speakers, masitworkshops on faith and life. Wisconsin’s tdolee
busloads of youth and adult leaders, with our Yd@ilordinator, Lisa Hart organizing the trip. Theather
was hot, but the event was a terrific experiencealio

Annual Meeting With all the issues in the world that involve theriStian, Jewish, and Muslim religions,
our Annual Meeting for 2012 included a program loa tThree Abrahamic Religions.” The panel of sehol
ars from the three traditions, Dr. Karl Kuhn, Peser Charles Cohen, and Dr. Othman Atta offeredieep-

ly spiritual as well as historical perspectivestba traditions. Many delegates and visitors idedtithe
program as exceptionally helpful in interfaith tedas.

Lay Spiritual Growth and Leadership At the center of Conference life for the past 18rgenas been the
Lay Academy. Under the direction of Debbie Paydbka,new Lay Academy classes this past fall grew si
nificantly in enroliment. The basic two-year progrand the additional classes have provided layelesad
with strong UCC identity and theological, leadepsand ministry skills to strengthen the church.n@ratu-
lations to all who have completed the program, thiathks to those who have directed and taught iptbe
gram.

Support of Clergy Two new programs are essential to the future of WGIC ministry in Wisconsin.
“Communities of Practice” are groups of pastors wieet with trained facilitators to process issuetheir
ministries and to support one another and holdama¢her accountable to best of their shared vatatwe
were delighted to have 72 pastors sign up for Bugs. Joanne Thomson provides staff direction, and
Cathy Wille of Samaritan Counseling has trained fdmlitators. We also benefitted from trainingrin
staff funded by the Lily Foundation.

The other program has been the training of a gafgbergy and lay leaders to serve as “Search Asgx’

to work with staff in the Search and Call proce$®mwa church seeks a new pastoral leader. Thesenge
have been trained and will “shadow” a staff persoa search process and will then be available dckw
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with search committees in the introduction and dearofile preparation phase. Staff will contirtoepro-
vide the consultation in the ministerial profilesi@v phase.

Outdoor Ministry: The past year in our outdoor ministry was a chaileg one of change. | am grateful to
Glenn Svetnika, director at Moon Beach and our daeector at Pilgrim Center, Mike Klemp-North foreiin
dedicated leadership in strengthening our excepticamping and retreat program including a natiomadi-

el for work with persons on the autism spectrum.

Transitions 2012 has been our first full year with new stafft@ans and with the closing of the four individ-
ual Association offices. The changes were diffieunld painful, but we have made great progresdapting
to new realities, and our ministerial staff is wiagk well together to assist churches, and our T@estter
office staff are trying to stay ahead of ever-imgiag demands. | am grateful to all for a positine willing
spirit in the midst of significant changes.

Stewardship Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM) has stabilizetlpaing us to anticipate finishing the
year 2012 in a positive financial position aftevesal years of deficits. We increased our giviaghe na-
tional UCC and were able to complete our commitménatmission partners. Our OCWM income for 2012
included our first ever annual fund appeal to indlials who have been involved in the life of then(eo-
ence. As | write this report, these gifts were entian $10,000.

As | complete this final annual report, our Boasdniorking hard and well on leadership transitiomsam
thankful for their vision and their support. | anost grateful for staff and colleagues among oergsl as
well as so many faithful, creative and committeyl llsaders. It has been quite a journey for me, ot
thankful to God for all the companions along theywaad for the grace to be a part of the wonderfuistry
and relationships in the Wisconsin Conference. Qeds you all.

Wishing you many blessings.

David S. Moyer
Conference Minister
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CO-PASTORS

March, 2013

2012 began with a wonderful celebration of thaiokghe gift of awesome beauty and quiet reverence
that is the wonderful sanctuary of this church, ¥6@rs old. (That is, the building, not the gatidecongre-
gation which is 163 years old!) Preaching the fisihday of our second century of worship in thace]
looking toward the future (leading with a Call too¥8hip done in slam-poetry style) was a recent saryi
grad, Erik Ekay Koepnick — a living symbol and emiment of the church of the 2tentury. As unknown
and daunting is the future of churches like ours,0an have faith that the faith will go on under tbader-
ship of young men and women like Erik. It was anderful year of remembering our history, but aksan-
ing courageously into the future.

We are thankful for another year of ministry amahng good people of First Congregational. Their
faith continued to be expressed in several venues:

+ Sponsoring yet another refugee family — the Gamly: Dar and Tum, Biak and Cung, here from
Myamar. Hours and hours of loving care were givgrso many people to make the Cems’ landing ieva n
world safe and welcoming.

+ Addressing honestly, and with great care, #ifecids of recent years, especially the questionwf
inability to fully support both of our wider churadonnections — the UCC and the NACCC. Discussions
made it clear that our primary relationship is wile UCC for many reasons, and that while we haduao-
rel with the NACCC we simply cannot continue toegequal support to them.

A congregational vote October 31 lowered our patange of benevolence giving from 16% of pledg-
es to 12%, which will allow us to continue our sappof the UCC and local outreach at the preserdlle
We will reduce the NACCC giving, over a three-yéiane period (using Undesignated Reserve funds) to
$500. The NACCC office and officers were toldoof decision.

This reduction of denominational support, combimgith our joining the health insurance plan of the
UCC, allowed a reduction in the operating budgedhadut $16,000.

+ To encourage more giving to local outreach, lotmoney and in time, the Partner Fund was creat-
ed, using $8000 of the New Century Fund. We hbpe this will be a continuing fund as people givdtt
this year.

+ We continue to share our facilities with manyntounity groups including the Zen Buddhists on
Tuesdays evenings, the Emmaus Catholic Communityr&sy evenings, PFLAG, several other groups, as
well as numerous concerts. For the first time,hwsted the state Gay-Straight Alliance annual genfee,
with over 100 in attendance.

+ Continuing our long-standing relationship witazahua Mission, the youth mission team spent a
week there serving side by side with several adutis the church. It was a wonderful experiencalyf
supported by the entire congregation.
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Ralph was able to serve the community this year m&mber of the Oshkosh Area Community Pan-
try, serving as the Chair of the Personnel Committide led a search for a new Executive Directauiy —
a search that had to be repeated in November2012 he began a term on the Board of Directorhef t
Wisconsin Conference, and found himself chairingareother Search Committee, this time for the Inter
Conference Minister.

In response to a need for a worship time other Bianday mornings, we began a Thursday evening
worship experience. Meeting in the balcony & sanctuary, this service allows time for silemedlec-
tion, prayer, and discussion. About 25 peoplesiaaen part of this experiment, with perhaps 4 pe@&le
there on any given night.

In the summer of 2012 we were happy to share Wit Congregationaligthe national magazine of
the NACCC) an article with news of our Centenniglebrations. At the close of the article we mereib
that FCC is an Open and Affirming church — an itéat caught the eye of the ten churches of the gsaor
Alabama Association of the NACCC. At their annoadeting the end of October, they created a statemen
condemning our welcome of gay and lesbian peoptetime full life of the church — a statement thatsw
published in the next issue ®he Congregationalist The leadership of FCC chose not to respondiito t
assault on our faith, leaving that to a number ofens in the January 2013 issue of the magazine atdty
defended our right to obey osiill-speakingGod.

The congregation was graced for another year avithring and hardworking staff. As Co-pastors,
we are grateful for what each member of the stafigs to our common ministry. First Congregational
Church is blessed in abundance with creative, etiegghoughtful and faithful leadership! Thankuystaff
partners in ministry!

The lay leaders of the church did a wonderful Igdding the congregation through the issue of tak-
ing a hard look at our benevolence giving, in addito all the “routine” work that is done by ournbtry
Groups and church Officers. It is the leadersinig dedicated work of the people of FCC that makieei
church that it is.

Moderator Anne Romond, assisted by Moderator-d¢tettBlades were a great help in many ways,
with Treasurer Jeff Puhlmann-Becker leading usinarfcial matters and Clerk Sue Coghill recording ou
Ministry Council meetings and keeping our membgrshcords accurate. Thank you!

There is more to tell and you can read many mecéieg happenings in ministry at First Congrega-
tional Church in the other reports in this Annuajprt. With a deep commitment to, and emphasisutn
reach and mission, we are, with the help of oua@meGod, improving our own lives and the liveotiers
because of our gathering to worship and going@getve. We are grateful to this congregatioroimsiny
ways and it is our blessing to serve here. Aspeng time in the next year seeking wisdom for oure
mission, we are open to the leading of the Spirthie Still-Speaking God.

Ralph and Carol DiBiasio-Snyder , Co-pastors
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Annual Report for the Teaching and Learning Ministries Coordinator (TLMC) 2012.

As | reflect on this year, | am amazed by the nundbdolks that work in the Teaching and Learningnid-
tries. Teachers, shepherds, childcare providemsisiy group members from Adult Education, Youtida
Church School, Youth leaders and chaperones, ehildrouth and adults who participate in the adésit
folks that bring newspapers, fill clipboards, chéclsy bags, help with the activity table, donatepsies and
much more. Thank you to all of you that sharehi@ faith formation of this church! | am blessed®in
partnership with you.

This year our youth mission trip was a big endeawtack Brown from Olivet College invited us torjan
their mission trip to the Mazahua Mission in Mexic&@even youth: Emilie Braun, Noah Bossert, Kevin
Frank, Ben Laufer, Matt Salbego, Olivia Seeley Bfitt Thomas, and five adults: Greg Bossert, SaMile
ler-Schreiter, Jen Norden, Margaret Salbego antaF&eeley served in June of 2012. It was a li@nging
experience for us. While we were there we hadhmortunity to help with the Special Friends cantpolr
serves folks in the community with disabilitiesyreedical mission which helped many with their mebica
needs, spread lime, build cisterns, wash dishekpanre to be of service to the people in the comtpuwe
also had the opportunity to worship in the commuand do a day of touring to see more of the aa.are
blessed to have gone and blessed by you who attende€fundraisers and supported our trip by youmg
and prayers. Thank you!

Another change this year is the activity tableeve8al summers ago when we worship in Fellowshil \wi&a
had a table in the back for kids to work on adggtduring worship. This summer we put an actitatyle
near the front by the piano. Kids can do an agtiggblor mandalas, work with play dough, etc.) atitl be
part of the service and see and hear what is happée service and be a part of it. We offerad th place
of the summer Kid Video option. It worked so wélat we decided to offer the activity table all ye#trhas
been a great addition to the options for kids duvorship and helps them know they are welcome. here

We held and intergenerational gratitude event yasr on November 8during the 9:00 hour. Children,
youth and adults had an opportunity to count thkissings, think about the abundance in theirdifd how
to use those blessings to serve others.

Theresa Brewer, our Child Care Coordinator, has lo@estaff for over five years now. Thank you toefe-

sa and the adult volunteers that provide careemtirsery and toddler room. Having a staff petsdme with

our children each week during the Church School Y& brought consistency to our childcare and help
make it a warm and welcoming place to our youngest.

Pumpkin Caroling and Christmas caroling was shargla Ginnie Sherer and Christina Conn. These events
bring joy to both the singers and the folks we smg This year we picked two care facilities §Gey Oaks
and Gabriel's Villa). It worked will to go to jusne place to sing and the residents enjoyed it.

Thank you to all who have participated in the éfehe Teaching and Learning Ministries! | loatward to
continuing our ministry together in the upcominge

With much Gratitude,
Sandie Miller-Schreiter
Teaching and Learning Ministries Coordinator
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REPORT OF THE LAY MINISTRIES COORDINATOR 2012

Those who serve on Ministry Groups and other comesdt and task forces put their faith into actiod an
help to give FCC its reputation as a vital andngachurch. Once again this year over 90 membeveden
ways that ranged from reading at worship to helpefggees assimilate to a new way of life in Oslhkos

This year, in addition to the traditional minisgggpoups, there were a number of special groups &t.v@ne
group helped to educate the congregation on thesssvolved with the Oaklawn School referenduin.
Mission Matters group created the new Partner Fanttistudied our denominational obligations in otder
advise a new direction for FCC on that mattere Tentennial group continued to work hard on specia
events to celebrate our anniversary, More Holy @osations continue and a group worked to orgathiae t
annual women'’s retreat.

New members were encouraged at several new mechdsses over the year as FCC welcomed new
friends to our FCC family. This year, in additiom the new member class, an informational sessia wa
added for people who are newly interested in FCi@& Glass is called LAF (Learn About First Congrega-
tional Church) and is designed for those who mayenen have been to a service at FCC but are steste
and curious. Both the LAF and the New Member @asse promoted in the Northwestern and have &ttrac
ed several new members.

| never fail to be amazed at the number of peoplEGC who step forward to serve with enthusiasm and
dedication. It is no wonder that we are widely Wnoas a vibrant community that reflects the exangble
Jesus.

Tina Haffeman
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REPORT OF THE CHANCEL CHOIR DIRECTOR AND ORGANIST - 2012

The Chancel Choir sings regularly from Septembexugh May.

Regular Chancel Choir members were Terry ThomasigBt Thorpe-Kavanaugh, Bethany Estrada, Karen
LaBorde, Judy DeBroux, Pat Dwyer-Hallquist, Darayfly, Vernice Haase, Carol Niendorf, Jacki Mueller,

Cathy Wille, Ed Schneider, Patrick Meyer, Georggl@lh, Doug Henkle, Eric Kropp, Thatcher Peterson,

Art Wille, Jen Stellpflug, and Doug Pire. ChrisBaichholz, a student at UWO, joined the choir.

Both Christina Conn, Angel Choir Director, Ellie dinas, and Bridget Duffy provided competent and musi
cal substitution for the Choir Director and Orgarfgoughout the year. Organ scholarship studetis E
Thomas and Noah Bossert as well as Jay Thomasand_Bne also provided service as organists and pia-
nists for summer worship.

The Chancel Choir presented Marc-Antoine Charpestigong of the Birth of our Lord, Jesus Chrigh
Sunday, December 23, 2012. This 15-minute composigatured soprano and alto soloists, ChristinanCo
and Bridget Duffy, with Jon Del Ray, a UWO studéning student teaching, singing the baritone part.
string ensemble, with FCC member and UWO musicestydMatt Abraham, playing cello; Pat Hallquist,
from the choir, playing? Violin, and Crag Heckner, a UWO music studentyiplg 1 Violin. | conducted
from the organ keyboard.

At the Christmas Eve 5 p.m. service, Sydney andg@uaHall; Kiska Deering; Alice Rioux; Martha Becker
Ruby and Mia Salbego, all on piano and Kiera Raohe ldaitlin Hassler on violin provided some of the
gathering music. Christina Conn and Martha Beckecompanied on the piano by Ellie Thomas, sang a
duet. Molly Schlaak sang a solo at both serviced, danny Schierl, accompanied by Ellie Thomas en pi
ano, played on the bell®h, How a Rose Ere Bloomira the 7:30 p.m. service. The Chancel Choir sang
two anthems at the 7:30 p.m. service.

At other times during the year, additional musiswaovided by Tanya Paulson, Kiera Robe; LauraddSan
ers, Ellie Thomas, Sarah McLane, Frank Hoffmeidait Abraham, Rebecca Ottman, Noah Bossert, John
Schwerbel, Ben Hedquist, Jon Gibson, Molly Schi&, Dyer-Hallquist, Jay Thomas, Judy DeBroux and
her daughter, Cathy Schmidt, Kristopher Ulrich,dget Duffy, Christin Buchholz, Nate Hillary, Chiiisa
Conn, the North High School Madrigals, and the HealidTrio of Patrick Meyer, Paula Allen, and Bardar
Ziblut.

The Choir performed Bradley Ellingboe’s 45-mintiRequiemon March 17, 2013, with Molly Schlack as
soloist. Matt Abrahmam played cello and Gretchemt#smn oboe.

The 1911 Casavant pipe organ (Op. 469) was retum#te Casavant factory in 1985 so the leathecipou
es at the base of the pipes could be replaceduwmgt collars added to the pipes. In addition, @asa
built a new console. The first significant upkeegs performed in April by Salzman Pipe Organ Sewjic
Appleton WI (he took over servicing the organ irl20upon the retirement of James Taylor). The sest
approximately $14,000 with funding primarily frommet Bill & Jesse Fuller memorial funds. Bill Fulleas
an accomplished French horn player. He sang ilCti@ncel Choirs for over 40 years, retiring whemias
age 85. He loved the sound of the pipe organ.

Respectfully submitted,
Joanne Peterson
Chancel Choir Director & Organist
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FAITH RINGERS/ HANDBELL CHOIR
Report from the Handbell Director

This was a year of new beginnings, of increaselnieal prowess, and an occasion to honor and sag go
bye to a fellow ringer.

Faith Ringers still struggles with putting a fulsemble together. The first half of the year werenable to
play two octave music in FebA Joyous Ring, Celebration #,3Mar. (Amazing Gracg and Easter’s selec-
tions—All Creatures of Our God and KirendThine Be the Glory.

May 6" we held a potluck supper at church. At this evespiened up to the group about doing some small
ensemble groups. | located a two octave setticinadrica, the Beautiful (\Ellie Thomas, pianoand enlist-
ed the help of Barb Ziblut, and a very brave s®alula Allen, to round out the trio. It would bey#d on
July . Understand this—Paula had not done anythingthiein her life! Normally, ringers would only
have 2-4 bells in front of them to play. In thigation, she not only had about eight bells to/plaut actual-
ly had to share them at some point with two otHaygrs! | think, and, Paula would probably agribat
playing in small ensembles is a very gratifying ex@nce. It builds confidence in one’s abilitiexldrans-
fers that experience and knowledge when perfornmraglarger group.

In September the chime choir was started once mbhe. group started out with 8 in the beginning eaad
pretty sporadic throughout the fall. With one ntoat no-shows | tabled the group for another ydaurents
and children alike must understand that there did®eta commitment to showing up at each practiagan
pretty much guarantee that if there was a solidmdment by both parents and children for four menthat
they will see good results and that they will wemtontinue in the program.

On Nov. 8", Veterans Day, we honored a veteran and fellogeriiarry Koster. Harry was a Viet Nam vet
and | was a Desert Storm vet. Because of Harrgisexperience, he became active in the peace mateme
That is why | chose the text: “they shall beat their swords into plow shares, #rar spears into pruning
hooks, and nation shall not lift up a sword againation, neither shall they learn war anymore. Rbe
mouth of the Lord of Hosts has spoken it.” (Migk&-4) A Canticle for Peaceis the second movement of a
work that | am currently working on entitléhtriot Suite. It is written for 3-5 octaves of bell, SATB choir,
with soprano solo (Christina Conn). Harry, we nyisa! You showed us what real courage is all about

With Christmas we continued our small ensemble waid How a Rose E’er Bloomir{@anny Schierl, bell
solo w/ Ellie Thomas, piano) artdark, the Harold Angels Sindgr'lom Hadel, Tony Hangst, Pat Nichols,
Paula Allen, bell quartet w/Joanne Peterson, piano)

The members of our ensemble included: Tony HaAgstm Hadel, Barbara Ziblut, Danny Schierl, Emily
Weiss, Pat Nichols, Patrick Meyer, and Paula Allékdditional performers irA Canticle for Peace:Sue
Coghill, Bridget Duffy (North HS choral Dir.), an@ara Davis, Emily Loper, & John Andrasko frdam-
core! Handbell Ensemble.

Respectfully Submitted,
Patrick W. Meyer
Faith Ringers Handbell Choir Director
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REPORT OF THE ANGEL CHOIR DIRECTOR 2012

This year's Angel Choir members are Alice RiouxljaliBock, Elizabeth FrohtHengst, Claire Veard,
McKenna Haedl, Kassie Herring and Brandon and Etlaench. Angel Choir has been accompanied by
Ellie Thomas and Noah Bossert on piano and Johsdailbn guitar this year. Our Angel Choir room loaks
little different this year with the addition of @w keyboard which will also be used for smallerrchuser-
vices held in the building besides the sanctuaty. €hgers love to use their voices to sing andctwities

like movement and music games.

Our Middle School "Choir" members include MarthacBer and Jack Wagner. We are still trying to find a
more fitting name for our group, especially becawsé&e a little small to do choir music! Martha aratk
prepared a song for Christmas, but only Marthalamelre able to be there to perform. It turned cedudiful-

ly and we hope to have Jack sing with us in thengpdack is also preparing to song Panis Angelasuspe-
cial music. My goal is to provide middle schoold#ats with opportunities to use their musical gidisd alt-
hough we're a small group, | do believe that gedlding met.

Our tradition of pumpkin caroling and Christmasatizug continued this year and we spread some hplida
cheer to folks who weren't able to make it in tarch. Sandy MillerSchreiter and Ginnie Sherer also helped
coordinate both caroling events by organizing tadigpeople and figuring out our caroling routegisTyear
we moved our caroling back to Wednesday nightshatbgreat turn-outs. Sandie organized the foodshed
and Ginnie figured out where we were going an® wie were singing to, and | took care of makingkar
ing booklets. We decided to have each group gadbgne place and do more extensive caroling tioato g
five places and sing just a few songs. Overall féleelback was that this way is more desirable. ganmning
was so efficient, and | look forward to carolingaagnext year! We will wrap up our singing seasariMoth-
er's Day with a song for our Moms.

Christina Conn
Angel Choir Director
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LITURGICAL MOVEMENT CHOIRS:

We have two liturgical movement choirs here at FQ@e youngest choir - Faith in Motion -grew from 6
girls and 2 boys to 11 girls and 4 boys rangingde from Kindergarten through seventh grade. Tderol
choir - Dancing Spirit - grow from 6 girls to 10rigiranging in age from fourth grade through cadleg

The calendar of performances for 2012 was:
1) February 12th - Faith in Motion perforntad "Gaelic Benediction" which we keep in repegoir
from year to year and perform with the adult choir.

2) April 1st - Dancing Spirit performed "L&s Break Bread" and brought in communion. This
is also in our repertoire.

3) April 22nd - Both choirs performed for Bafday dancing to "He's Got the Whole World in His
Hands" using giant earth beach balls.

4) November 4th - Both choirs performed argtcal jazz dance to songs from Sister Act =
"Ode to Joy" danced by Faith in Motio® @ancers) in bright turquoise T-shirts.
Dancing Spirit danced to "I Will Follow Hi' in purple T-shirts.

5) December 16th - Christmas Pageant bothrscbHanced together doing a calepso dance to
"African Alleluia”

| thought it was a very exciting year for both aisoiWe have 4 boys dancing with us and our numbers
have increased. Hopefully, we can maintain therest.

As always, it is a pleasure for me to work with yloeith of FCC.

Respectfully submitted by: Missy Allen
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